Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church
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“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” — John 8
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Holy Apostles Thanking God for 20 years. Preparing our
church home for generations to come.
Greek Orthodox Church 9
(708) 421-7515 Twenty years ago, a group of faithful Orthodox
_ Christians set out to accomplish a herculean
info@hagoc.org task: establish a Greek Orthodox church to
www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org serve the people of Loudoun County. From our
first Divine Liturgy, humbly celebrated in a
25350 Poland Road hotel conference center, to our time in a
Chantilly, VA 20152 warehouse and now our beautiful church home,
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Message from George Pappas continued...

Holy Apostles has grown through God’s grace and the faith, sacrifice, and perseverance of
our parish family. After more than a year in this sacred space, we see the blessings of that
journey: growing ministries, new families, and a place to worship and grow together in Christ.

As we give thanks for these blessings, we also look ahead. On Sunday, September 20, we
began the next phase of our capital campaign, focusing on reducing our mortgage and
improving the Sunday worship experience as our membership grows. Together, these efforts
will enhance our worship space and strengthen our parish’s financial foundation for the next
twenty years and beyond.

There have been two fundraising efforts over the last 10 years that allowed our parish to
move into this lovely home. To date, we have had a relatively small number of our
parishioners contribute to our building. Parish feedback that the committee received
indicated that we needed to expand the ways parishioners could participate.

There is a place for everyone in this effort through major gifts, the Pew Program, and online
contributions of any amount. The new pews will increase our sanctuary’s seating capacity,
making room for more people to worship together as our parish grows. Each new pew offers
four named giving opportunities of $4,000, with the option to sponsor an entire pew for
$20,000. Each named gift will be honored with a named plaque on the back of the pew and
can be paid over three years. With full participation in this Pew Program, we will also be able
to raise approximately $200,000 above the cost of the pews, which is half of the additional
funds we are looking to secure to make our forthcoming one-time payment on our mortgage
in 2028.

Capital campaign contributions are separate from our stewardship program, which sustains
our parish’s daily life and ministries by supporting our operating expenses.

Please visit the Future Planning Committee table after Divine Liturgy throughout the fall to
learn more, ask questions, and explore how you can participate. Additional information is
available on our_Future Planning web page . We will be releasing our next Parish membership
survey during the month of October; please participate as it is important that we hear from
you and provide a full review to the entire Parish membership.

Thank you for helping prepare Holy Apostles for the next 20 years and beyond!

In Christ,
The Future Planning Committee
George Pappas, Chairman
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Dear Holy Apostles Family,

As the leaves begin to change and we enter the
beautiful autumn season, | want to welcome you
all to the start of a new Ecclesiastical Year! The
fall brings a renewed sense of energy to our
parish as we return from summer travels and dive
back into the vibrant life of our church
community here in Loudoun County. It is a
wonderful time to reflect on our blessings and
refocus on our spiritual journey.

| am thrilled to announce the start of our 2026-
2027 ministry year. A special welcome back to our
students, parents, and teachers as Sunday School
officially resumes! | want to extend a warm and
heartfelt thank you to our new Sunday School
Director, Natalia Stepanov, for her incredible hard
work in preparing for this year. Please continue to
support her and consider volunteering to join our
teaching team to help nurture the faith of our
youth.

We are also excited for the return of our many
other vital ministries. Thank you to Vasilia Ravaris
for her continued leadership as Greek School
kicks off, and to Artem Koker for his dedication in
guiding both our St. Andrew’s Brotherhood Men's
Group and our Young Adult League (YAL). With
Bible Study, Catechism classes, and both of our
Youth Mministries (GOYA and HOPE/JOY) also
resuming, there are so many opportunities for
fellowship and education. Whether you are an
adult looking to deepen your faith or a family
bringing your children to learn, there is a place
for everyone to grow at Holy Apostles.

As we gather back together, | am delighted to
announce the official relaunch of our full Coffee
Hour! Following our "coffee only" summer

schedule, we are returning to our full fellowship

hour after Sunday Liturgy, focusing on easy to
serve finger foods. We are still actively looking for
weekly volunteers to sustain this vital ministry of
hospitality. Please reach out if you can lend a
hand in making our Sundays warm and welcoming
for parishioners and visitors alike.

Looking ahead, we have an incredibly exciting
project on the horizon. In September we will be
officially launching our Pew Fundraiser! As we
continue to settle into our beautiful church,
enhancing our Sunday worship experience and
expanding our capacity remains a top priority.
Through the diligent work of our Future Planning
Committee (FPC), led by George Pappas, we have
a clear path forward. | want to extend a special
thank you to Michael Pastis for his outstanding
effort in securing quotes and coordinating with
vendors, and to Father Thomas for his constant
spiritual guidance throughout this process. We
will be purchasing beautiful new pews that will
comfortably provide 285 seats for our growing
community. We will be sharing much more
information very soon on how you and your
family can contribute to this historic milestone
for our parish.

None of these amazing initiatives happen without
the selfless dedication of our volunteers. Thank
you to everyone who gives their time, talent, and
treasure to make Holy Apostles such a special
place.

May this fall season bring you and your loved
ones abundant blessings, peace, and spiritual
growth. | look forward to seeing you all at Liturgy!

In Christ,
Greg Joiner pta v
Parish Council President é N
Yo A
P~y e ——
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Fall Greetings!

We just had our annual Stewardship Picnic and despite a little drizzle, we had a great time. Every year we host
the picnic to thank you for your continued Stewardship support. Stewardship is about Time, Talent and
Treasure. We thank you for your Stewardship pledge and the time and talent you give to the church. You are a
valued member of our community and we wouldn’t be the success that we are without your help.

As the year ends, we remind you to complete your 2026 pledge.

If you have not yet pledged for this year, you can still submit a pledge for 2026. If you’d like, you can even let
us know your pledge for 2027. All you need to do is fill out a pledge card at church or just email
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com with your pledge amount for the year (2026 or 2027).

If you would like to keep the same pledge in 2027 as you made in 2026, please just send me a quick email...

easy!

As always, thank you for all your generosity!

Ron and Mina Baldinger

HOLY APOSTLES
M GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Name:

Email: Phone:

2026 Pledge: per month / quarter / semi / year (circle one)

Once this card is submitted, you will receive an email with information on
available payment options. Thank you for your support!!

If you would prefer to pledge or donate online, please visit:
https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/donate

Instead of filling out a pledge card, you can also just email your pledge
and information to Ron Baldinger at Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com

A FEW PLEDGE FAQs

Does a stewardship pledge make me a Steward in Good Standing?

- YES, an annual pledge makes you a Steward in Good Standing
What benefits come with being a Steward in Good Standing?
- Eligible to vote at General Assemblies — have a voice in decisions
- Participation in church sacraments
Is there a minimum pledge amount?
- There is no minimum, however a good guideline is the “3 Penny
Rule”... give 3 cents for each dollar of your take home income
Can | change my pledge during the year?
- Life brings new challenges and opportunities every day. If you
want to decrease/increase your pledge, just let us know, no issue
What does my stewardship contribution fund?
- Stewardship allows us to have a parish priest and church, and
many ministries available to you and all Orthodox Christians

04

Please print out this form
and leave it by the church
office, or email it to
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com.

You can also pledge by
emailing Ron directly, or go
to our website at:
www.holyapostlesgreek
orthodox.org/stewardship

e /.

THE LIGHT | SEP - OCT


mailto:Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com

GOYA Highlights
(ages 13-18)

On September 12, we kicked off the new year
with a wonderful evening of food, friendship,
and fellowship!

A very special thank you to Olivia and Maximus
Whittington and their family for graciously
opening their home and welcoming well over 30
people. We are so grateful for their hospitality
and for everyone who came out to make the
evening such a joyful start to the year.

PHILOPTOCHOS

Our first Philoptochos meeting of, the year was held. on Sunday, September 13. We gathered,
together in Jellowship and. discussed. the many waoys Philoptochos can continue to serve and,
support both our church and. our local community. We look jorward to a wonderjul yeor of

compassion, service, and. fellowship as we work together to make o difjerence in the lives of
others.

In Christ, Alexis Wenzel
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AHEPA Chapter 542

AHEPA gets a special tour of the
National Museum of the Marine
Corps on Saturday, September 19,
with  brother Colonel Vasilis
Fotopoulos (Ret.)

The Chapter 542 AHEPA Brothers
and their wives had an amazing

time on September 19, 2026 at the National Museum of the Marine Corps at
Quantico. A special thanks to our story telling tour guide, Colonel Vasilis
Fotopoulos (Ret.), and his auxiliary Colonel Chad Burke (Ret.) for his Camp
Leatherneck deployment stories in Afghanistan. It was an insider's look into
heroic moments of our history. We concluded with a wonderful lunch at
Giorgio's Greek restaurant.

Dean Economou
President Chapter 542

® T 7

ORTHODOX BIBLE STUDY

Come join GOYA 6:00 PM
at the &

Every Wednesday starting Sept. 2nd

‘Faﬂ, St. Paul’s Epistles
‘F [ o [ ontact Fr. Thomas: frthemas@hagoc.org
';" i :.: e -

Apple Picking; Corn Maze; Pick Your
Pumpkin; Farmer's Market; Qinkintucky
Derby Pig Races; Bonfire and more

$15 per person

OCTOBER

SUNDAY 04 AFTER LITURGY

GREAT COUNTRY FARM
34345 SNICKERSVILLE TURNPIKE
BLUEMONT, VA 20135

. RSVP .
' https:/ [bit.ly/4dbiM2Q .
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after L

THANK YOU FOR COMING!

iturgy

THE LIGHT | SEP - OCT



HOLY
APOSTLES
ADULT GREEK
DANCE
iirEliEniEhiEhiEhEhiEhiE

Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church
Greek Dance Program

Starting September!

= WILL PERFORM AT THE FESTIVAL

= FOR EXPERIENCED DANCERS

* PRACTICE DAYS: BI-WEEKLY FRIDAY"
AT 7PM, STARTING IN OCTOBER

Greek dancing for children ages 5 to 18

All skill levels welcome, no experience necessary!

TO JOIN, CONTACT:
ANTHOULA JOHNSON,

EMAIL:
ANNIJOHNSON23@GMAIL.COM

Practice Schedule

One Hour Practice
k-2nd Grades: Bi-Weekly on Friday's at & p.m.
3-6th Grades : Bi-Weekly on Friday's at &6 p.m,

GOYA Practice
45 Minute Practice
Goya Ages: Bi-Weakly on TEBD

NOTE: EEGINMER DANCE CLASSES

FOR ADULTS WHO WANT TO LEARN
GREEK DANCE WILL START IN OCTOBEF
AND INCLUDE SEPERATE CLASSES.
MORE INFORMATION WILL BE SHARED
IN SEPTEMBER.

= Ne’d

Fd

it it ¥ ¥ @ i @l annkg 7 z
Contact Asthoula Johnson with any quastions Ermal 1nnu]0hr\sq1,?3@gmml cam Pt plan 1o reglster

your

350 Registration fee will ba collected at the first practice

Join our Holy Apostles Mission Team
2027 Trip to Appalachia, June 20-26 NOW REGISTERING FOR 2026/2027

eChool

CLASSES BEGIN OCTI3

TUESDAYS 5:45PM-7:45FPM

GREERK LANGUAGE, CULTURE & ORTHODOX FAITH
FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.HAGOC.ORG/GREEKSCHOOL

For more information, contact Cynthia Glakas (glakas@cox.net)
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Financial Summaries and Building Fund Report

Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: FY26 Budget - FY26 Profit & Loss
January - August 2026

ACTUAL AMMUAL BUDGET % OF BUDGET
Income
41000 Church Donations 302,042 406,000 T4.389%
42000 Fundraising Evant Revenuas 111,388 133,000 B83.75%
43000 Program Sarvice Revanues 2,750 8,500 28.95%
45200 Interast Checking 1,023 1,500
45000 Faality Rental Ravenue 67,250 108,000
Total Income $484,454 $658,000 TLEIMW
Expansas
52000 Fundraising Evant Expensas 51,965 74,025 T0.20%
&0000 Payrall 123,605 186,550 66.26%
61000 Professional Sarvicas 18,578 31,000 63.16%
64000 Church/Cffice Cperating Expanses 34,731 49,100 T0.73%
G5000 Information Technology 3172 5,650 56.15%
G000 Cecupancy Expeanses 43,240 73,400 58.86%
G7000 Ministry Expenseas 4. 811 11,700 38.41%
GHO0D Conferances and Meatings 4.594 5,000 71.848%
20000 Parish Obligations & Charitable Giving 13,685 23,000 589.50%
Total Operating Expenses $298,882 $459,425 65.06%
Mortgage Expense $214.713 $£392 955
HET INCOME (%49.142) ($194.380)
Building Fund Activity Jan - Aug 26
Income
41000 Church Donalions 116,584
45100 Interest Building Fund 15,203
Total Income $131,787
Rapairs/Move Costs 31,871
531.971
HET INCOME 599,816 o e
; A
On £
Bank Accounts BI31/2026 ot
Oparating Accounts 540,729 |
Escrow for Properiy 131,297 |
Building Fund S85, 934
TOTAL 51,357,959
MORTGAGE BALANCE 54,693,540
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Men's Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood

St. Andrew’s Brotherhood has had another great season of fellowship
and time together. The men recently wrapped up the outdoor
_barbecue season with one final gathering around the grill. Even a little
rain couldn’t stop the fellowship, as the group ended the season by
grilling together in the rain! These gatherings have been a wonderful

A

7\ opportunity for the men to spend time together, build friendships, and
+ ° %

In Christ, Artem Koker Y‘Y.Y

encourage one another in the faith.

Feeding the Hungry Ministry

The Feeding the Hungry ministry recently had the opportunity to try something new by serving tacos
at the shelter. Thanks to Nick Alexander and his recipe, the tacos were a great success and were
enjoyed by those being served. It was a fun way to bring something different to the monthly outreach
while continuing the ministry’s mission of providing meals and fellowship to those in need.

In Christ, Artem Koker

Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)

The Holy Apostles Young Adults League has had an exciting few months of
fellowship and growth. Alongside the regular meetings, the group enjoyed a
volleyball day, giving everyone another opportunity to spend time together and “
build friendships outside of the usual gatherings. \

\\0 The YAL leadership team has also officially been blessed and commissioned within
the church, marking an exciting step forward for the ministry. With a dedicated
leadership team in place and St. Nectarios as the group’s patron saint, the YAL is
. looking forward to another season of bringing young adults together through faith,
"« fellowship, and service.

In Christ, Artem Koker
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CHILDREN’S AGAPE
FOUNDATION

of the Greater Washinpton Area Philptochos Swisties

Saturday, October 17, 2026
2:00 pm —-4:00 pm

St. Theodore

Greek Orthodox Church
7101 Cipriano Road
Lanham MD 20706

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER:
Dr. Evgenia Gourgari

Pediatric Endocrinologist
MedStar Health Washington, D.C.

Admission is FREE - Donations Welcome - Door Prizes

About AGAPE:

The Children’s AGAPE Foundation is a foint collaboration of the DC area Philoptochos
societies that provides confidential financial assistance for medical & medical-related
expenses to fomilies of Orthodox children up te oge 22

For information or directions, please contact:
Maria Kapsalis (240) 304-6433 or MNora Presti (410) 852-8922

A Communication Workshop for Teens

SPEAK UP. CONNECT BETTER.

BE MORE CONFIDENT.

Want to feel more confident sharing your ideas,
meeting new people, or connecting with different personalities?
Come explore communication skills you can use at school,
with friends, at home, and everywhere life takes you.

YOU’LL LEARN HOW TO:

#: Speak up and express yourself with confidence
O Understand different communication styles

[ Listen, connect, and build stronger relationships
&7 Navigate disagreements respectfully

#. Feel more comfortable being yourself

&7 Step outside your comfort zone

@ Work with all kinds of people

Stage 1 Stage 2

8 weeks
2 hours/week

12 weeks
2 hours/week

Days/times

Tues, 6:30-8:30 pm | 10/13-12/1/26 1/5-3/30/27

Sun, 12-2pm 10/18-12/6/26 1/10 - 4/18/27

Tues. - No class: Dec. 8-28 {(winler break), Mar. 23 (spring break)
Sun. - No class: Dac. 13-Jan. 3 (wintar break), Jan. 17 (church camp).
Mar, 21 & 28 {spring break)

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED.

You don't have to be an extrovert.

You don’t have to be a great public speaker.
Just come as you are, be curious, and be
ready to try something new.

Tuesdays OR Sundays

@ Location: 25350 Poland Rd.
Chantilly, VA 20152

WHAT TO EXPECT

@ Interactive activities & games

O Real conversations & group challenges
& Funways to connect with other teens

+# Practical skills you can use right away

GO TO OUR WEBSITE TO REGISTER
$100 PER PARTICIPANT

b
LITURGY AND CONFESSION SCHEDULE

*The schedule is subject to change Please check our website for any updates.

OCTOBER

6"- St. Thomas
Orthros 8:30AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30AM

24™ - Open Confession, 4:00PM
24" - Vespers, 5:30PM

26'"- St. Demetrius
Orthros 8:30AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30AM

NOVEMBER

24™- Vespers at St. Katherine Church in

Falls Church, VA, 7:00PM

25%- St. Katherine

Orthros 8:30AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30AM

30™- St. Andrew the Apostle
Orthros 5:30PM, Divine Liturgy 6:30PM
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If you were walking down the street and saw 3 pennies on the ground,

would you stop to pick them up?

Probably Mot!...how much of a difference can 3 pennies make?

Take the 3 Pennies Challenge and find out!
We are asking our families to consider offering at least 3 Pennies out of every 1 dollar of their monthly income to

support our Church. You keep 97 cents!...and you give just 3 Pennies to support your Church!

Click on the videos and information provided below to learn more, and take the 3 Pennies Challenge.

Honor the Lord with your wealth,
with the firstfruits of all your crops.
Proverbs 3:9

How Do We Give?

Giving our First Fruits to God...not giving left-overs from our disposable income!
Trying to give God 10% back as it says in the Bible (see below)
Begin by trying to give at least 3%
That's just 3 Pennies out of every $1...and that’s the 3 Pennies Challenge!

The Three Pennies Challeng

B

TABLE OF MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD INCOME & PERCENTAGE OF STEWARDSHIP

$1,000

4,000

56,000

414,000

How do | take the challenge?...

5100
4200
$300
5400
5500
$600
$650
$700
5750
5200
$850
$300
$950
$1,000
$1,100
$1,200
$1,300
$1,400
41,500

520
$180
§270
5360
5450
$540
5585
$630
8675
5720
5765
§510
5855
$900
8990
51,080
41,170
$1,260
51,350

580
5160
5240
5320
5400
5480
$520
5550
5600
5640
5700
5720
$760
$800
5833
5964

51,044
51,125
$1,205

570
5140
$210
$280
$350
5420
$455
$490
§525
5560
§595
8630
5665
5700
5770
5840
5910
5980
51,050

S60

$120
$180
5240
4300
3360
5390
3420
4450
5480
8510
3540
8570
4600
$660
8720
4780
4840
5300

+ Keep an open mind and think about your role as Christ's steward.

550
$100
S150
200
5250
5300
S375
S350
8375
5400
5425
5450
5475
$500
$550
SE00

5650

4700
4750

| Monthiyincome | 0% 1 o | g6 | g | e ] sx | x|

840
420
5120
$160
5200
5240
S260
G280
5300
Q820
5340
S360
S350
5400
5440
S480
5520
5560
SE00

3%
430
$60
590
$120
$150
$180
§195
$210
§225
s240
§255
$270
$285
$300
$330
$360
$300
4420
§450

T T
$20 510
$40 $20
360 430
350 $40
5100 550
$120 560
$130 565
$140 570
$150 575
5160 580
s170 §85
8180 820
$190 §95
$200 $100
§220 $110
§240 $120
4260 $130
4280 4140
4300 5150

« Don't decide on a random dollar amount and pay a “membership fee” or make an annual “donation” to the Church.

s Take the 3 Pennies Challenge and offer at least 3% of your household income to support your Church.

+ If you have already made your pledge...Thank You! But it's still not too late to take the 3 Pennies Challenge!

» Please make your 2021 Stewardship pledge TODAY!

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE & PAYMENT

12
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2026 Pledged Stewards

Marina and George Afentakis
Nicholas Alexander

Christos and Tracey Alexandrou
Gregory Allis

Ray Bonaquist and Maria
Koklanaris Bonaquist

Dimitar Angelov

William and Nancy Aubin
Luke and Valerie Avramides
Tom and Patti Ayers

Jack and Sandy Ayoub

John and Kristina Ayoub
Vasilios Bakopanos

Ronald and Mina Baldinger
Daniel and Barbara Balkey
Kaio Rafael De Souza Barbosa
Ankhbayar Batkhurel

Colleen and Peter Bizic
Carolyn and Eric Blaylock
John and Penelope Broening
Matthew and Noelle Bryce
Chad and Julie Burke

Ivette and Louis Campos
William and Smaro Caras
Robert and Sylvia Carmona
Ariane Casper and Matthew
Cleveland

Edward and Alexis Cleveland
Jim Compton

John Connolly

Dean and Maria Coulopoulos
Anton Dolgopolov and Irina
Mikula

Ezra Dotson

John and Maria Drapas

Nick Ducich

Jackson lakovos Dulgarian
Dean and Lia Economou
Paris Economou

Alvaro Encinas

Elaine Fadul

Liza Faour

Michael Farabaugh

Vasilios and Joan Fotopoulos
John and Caroline Gabriel
Angela Galanos

Matthew Geist

Joanna and Sharbel Gerdak
Juan and loanna Gisone

Jim and Cynthia Glakas
Michael and Constantina Glover
Cameron Gressly

Carson Gressly

William and Mary Louise Grias
Jeffrey Gruntz

Alexander and Christina Hajost
Meghann and Austin Hall
Nadim and Vera Hawa

Dan Hong

Matthew and Melissa Mimidis
Horwatt

Alissa and Philip latridis
Christopher Jesuele

Neil and Alexandra Jesuele
Greg and Ashley Joiner

Ben and Rebecca Kampa
Alex and Trisha Kantsios
Jaime and Jill Karalis
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Spiros Karousos

Dimitri and Jolanda Kesari
Artemy Koker

Clifford and Marina Koker
Eleftheria and George Koklanaris
loanna and Gerald Konieczki
Michael and Effie Koutsourais
Dena Kozanas and Tim Murtaugh
Hal and Alexandra Lampros ¥
Sam LaVey i
Nikoleta Lelis

Nabil and Mary Louh
Nakhleh Jack & Eleni Louh
Nick and Nyla Louh
Patricia Lyristis &
Pearl and Robert Maalouf 1
Andrew and Colleen Makridis
Eleni Malliaros

Fr. Thomas & Presv. Elizabeth Manuel EZa-
Maria Marshall ’%
@ ]

Gregory and Georgia McKinney A, /77
Andrei and Maria Mitran ’-1
George and Debra Mokhiber
Dane Musil

Elaine Nejadian

William Ogle

Jonathan Osborne i
Panayiotis and Cynthia Panagopoulos _
Bill and Beth Papanastasiou >
Claudette and Dennis
Papathanasopoulos

George and Coleen Pappas
Tara and Michael Pastis g
Anatoli Peredera A
Jonathan and Janet Perezous
Maria Plevrakis

Jerry and Helen Pollatos

Peter Pollatos

Fred and Jane Porter

Nicholas and Anastasia Ramfos
Joel and Ann Petriashvili Reye
Joshua Serian

Timothy Shadid

Noah Shreve

Brieann Sobieski

Constantine Sofologis

William Springer

Nick and Elizabeth Spyros
Constantine Stanovich

David and Anna Strafford
Dwaine and Irene Thomas
Peter Thomas i
Christopher and Elizabeth Tjoumas "'
Petriani and Basil Trikas -
Austin and Samantha Trought o
Ramon and Christina Vazquez 8
Vasileios and Jenny Vlachopoulos Wit
Scott and Alexis Wenzel |
Doug and Stefania Whittington
Nathalie Winters

Andreas Xenos

Costas and Marina Zagaris
George and Timea Zangos
Maria Zangos

Nicholas and Carol Zangos
George and Lindsay Zenelis
John and Penny Zenelis
Zander Zwart

s 4R ¥ oF o T
Ministries

Parish Council
Greg Joiner
gregjoiner@gmail.com

Stewardship
Ron & Mina Baldinger
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com

Sunday School
Natalia Stepanov
sundayschool@hagoc.org

Prosfora
Angela Galanos
angela.galanos@gmail.com

Greek Dance Program
Anthoula Johnson
annkjohnson23@gmail.com

St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
and Young Adult Group
Artem Koker
artemskoker@gmail.com

R

TEE

“WHOEVER IS

g% 4
L

Philoptochos
Alexis Wenzel & Cynthia Glakas
aawenzel22@gmail.com
glakas@cox.net

-

Hope & Joy 3
Pearl Maalouf i
hopejoyhagoc@gmail.com A

Greek School
Vasilia Ravaris
vasilia@live.com

Music Ministry
Penny Broening
pnbroening@verizon.net

Altar Coordinator 3 v
Rami ElSarraf 4
ramiielsarraf@gmail.com

!
GOYA ‘.
Alexis Wenzel
goyahagoc@gmail.com A4

AHEPA
Dean Economou
_deaneconomou@ymail.com

_n'l\' ¥ oo
.y gy v B

GENEROUS TO
THE POOR
LENDS TO THE |
LORD, AND HE
WILL REPAY

HIM FOR HIS
DEED.”

PROVERBS 19:17

- o

The Light is published bi-monthly by
the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church,
in Chantilly, Virginia.
The next deadline for content is November 1, 2026.
Designer: Cynthia Panagopoulos (ysshy@yahoo.com)
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	Thanking God for 20 years. Preparing our church home for generations to come.
	Holy Apostles
	Greek Orthodox Church


	Message from George Pappas continued...
	Holy Apostles has grown through God’s grace and the faith, sacrifice, and perseverance of our parish family. After more than a year in this sacred space, we see the blessings of that journey: growing ministries, new families, and a place to worship and grow together in Christ.
	As we give thanks for these blessings, we also look ahead. On Sunday, September 20, we began the next phase of our capital campaign, focusing on reducing our mortgage and improving the Sunday worship experience as our membership grows. Together, these efforts will enhance our worship space and strengthen our parish’s financial foundation for the next twenty years and beyond.
	There have been two fundraising efforts over the last 10 years that allowed our parish to move into this lovely home. To date, we have had a relatively small number of our parishioners contribute to our building. Parish feedback that the committee received indicated that we needed to expand the ways parishioners could participate.
	There is a place for everyone in this effort through major gifts, the Pew Program, and online contributions of any amount. The new pews will increase our sanctuary’s seating capacity, making room for more people to worship together as our parish grows. Each new pew offers four named giving opportunities of $4,000, with the option to sponsor an entire pew for $20,000. Each named gift will be honored with a named plaque on the back of the pew and can be paid over three years. With full participation in this Pew Program, we will also be able to raise approximately $200,000 above the cost of the pews, which is half of the additional funds we are looking to secure to make our forthcoming one-time payment on our mortgage in 2028.
	Capital campaign contributions are separate from our stewardship program, which sustains our parish’s daily life and ministries by supporting our operating expenses.
	Please visit the Future Planning Committee table after Divine Liturgy throughout the fall to learn more, ask questions, and explore how you can participate. Additional information is available on our  Future Planning web page . We will be releasing our next Parish membership survey during the month of October; please participate as it is important that we hear from you and provide a full review to the entire Parish membership.
	Thank you for helping prepare Holy Apostles for the next 20 years and beyond!
	In Christ,
	The Future Planning Committee
	George Pappas, Chairman

	Message from the Parish Council President
	Dear Holy Apostles Family,
	As the leaves begin to change and we enter the beautiful autumn season, I want to welcome you all to the start of a new Ecclesiastical Year! The fall brings a renewed sense of energy to our parish as we return from summer travels and dive back into the vibrant life of our church community here in Loudoun County. It is a wonderful time to reflect on our blessings and refocus on our spiritual journey.
	I am thrilled to announce the start of our 2026-2027 ministry year. A special welcome back to our students, parents, and teachers as Sunday School officially resumes! I want to extend a warm and heartfelt thank you to our new Sunday School Director, Natalia Stepanov, for her incredible hard work in preparing for this year. Please continue to support her and consider volunteering to join our teaching team to help nurture the faith of our youth.
	We are also excited for the return of our many other vital ministries. Thank you to Vasilia Ravaris for her continued leadership as Greek School kicks off, and to Artem Koker for his dedication in guiding both our St. Andrew’s Brotherhood Men's Group and our Young Adult League (YAL). With Bible Study, Catechism classes, and both of our Youth Mministries (GOYA and HOPE/JOY) also resuming, there are so many opportunities for fellowship and education. Whether you are an adult looking to deepen your faith or a family bringing your children to learn, there is a place for everyone to grow at Holy Apostles.
	As we gather back together, I am delighted to announce the official relaunch of our full Coffee Hour! Following our "coffee only" summer schedule, we are  returning to our full fellowship
	hour after Sunday Liturgy, focusing on easy to serve finger foods. We are still actively looking for weekly volunteers to sustain this vital ministry of hospitality. Please reach out if you can lend a hand in making our Sundays warm and welcoming for parishioners and visitors alike.
	Looking ahead, we have an incredibly exciting project on the horizon. In September we will be officially launching our Pew Fundraiser! As we continue to settle into our beautiful church, enhancing our Sunday worship experience and expanding our capacity remains a top priority. Through the diligent work of our Future Planning Committee (FPC), led by George Pappas, we have a clear path forward. I want to extend a special thank you to Michael Pastis for his outstanding effort in securing quotes and coordinating with vendors, and to Father Thomas for his constant spiritual guidance throughout this process. We will be purchasing beautiful new pews that will comfortably provide 285 seats for our growing community. We will be sharing much more information very soon on how you and your family can contribute to this historic milestone for our parish.
	None of these amazing initiatives happen without the selfless dedication of our volunteers. Thank you to everyone who gives their time, talent, and treasure to make Holy Apostles such a special place.
	May this fall season bring you and your loved ones abundant blessings, peace, and spiritual growth. I look forward to seeing you all at Liturgy!
	In Christ,
	Greg Joiner
	Parish Council President

	Stewardship
	Fall Greetings!
	We just had our annual Stewardship Picnic and despite a little drizzle, we had a great time. Every year we host the picnic to thank you for your continued Stewardship support. Stewardship is about Time, Talent and Treasure. We thank you for your Stewardship pledge and the time and talent you give to the church. You are a valued member of our community and we wouldn’t be the success that we are without your help.
	As the year ends, we remind you to complete your 2026 pledge.
	If you have not yet pledged for this year, you can still submit a pledge for 2026. If you’d like, you can even let us know your pledge for 2027. All you need to do is fill out a pledge card at church or just email Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com with your pledge amount for the year (2026 or 2027).
	If you would like to keep the same pledge in 2027 as you made in 2026, please just send me a quick email…easy!
	As always, thank you for all your generosity!
	Ron and Mina Baldinger
	Please print out this form and leave it by the church office, or email it to Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com.
	You can also pledge by emailing Ron directly, or go to our website at:
	www.holyapostlesgreek
	orthodox.org/stewardship
	GOYA Highlights
	(ages 13-18)
	On September 12, we kicked off the new year with a wonderful evening of food, friendship, and fellowship!
	A very special thank you to Olivia and Maximus Whittington and their family for graciously opening their home and welcoming well over 30 people. We are so grateful for their hospitality and for everyone who came out to make the evening such a joyful start to the year.



	PHILOPTOCHOS
	Our first Philoptochos meeting of the year was held on Sunday, September 13. We gathered together in fellowship and discussed the many ways Philoptochos can continue to serve and support both our church and our local community. We look forward to a wonderful year of compassion, service, and fellowship as we work together to make a difference in the lives of others.
	In Christ,  Alexis Wenzel

	AHEPA Chapter 542
	AHEPA gets a special tour of the National Museum of the Marine Corps on Saturday, September 19, with brother Colonel Vasilis Fotopoulos (Ret.)
	The Chapter 542 AHEPA Brothers and their wives had an amazing
	time on September 19, 2026 at the National Museum of the Marine Corps at Quantico. A special thanks to our story telling tour guide, Colonel Vasilis Fotopoulos (Ret.), and his auxiliary Colonel Chad Burke (Ret.) for his Camp Leatherneck deployment stories in Afghanistan. It was an insider's look into heroic moments of our history. We concluded with a wonderful lunch at Giorgio's Greek restaurant.
	Dean Economou
	President Chapter 542

	Thank you to our Stewards and Stewardship Committee!
	aesthetics
	THANK  YOU  FOR  COMING!
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	Financial Summaries and Building Fund Report
	HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)

	Men’s Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
	St. Andrew’s Brotherhood has had another great season of fellowship and time together. The men recently wrapped up the outdoor barbecue season with one final gathering around the grill. Even a little rain couldn’t stop the fellowship, as the group ended the season by grilling together in the rain! These gatherings have been a wonderful opportunity for the men to spend time together, build friendships, and encourage one another in the faith.
	In Christ,  Artem Koker

	Feeding the Hungry Ministry
	The Feeding the Hungry ministry recently had the opportunity to try something new by serving tacos at the shelter. Thanks to Nick Alexander and his recipe, the tacos were a great success and were enjoyed by those being served. It was a fun way to bring something different to the monthly outreach while continuing the ministry’s mission of providing meals and fellowship to those in need.
	In Christ,  Artem Koker

	Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)
	The Holy Apostles Young Adults League has had an exciting few months of fellowship and growth. Alongside the regular meetings, the group enjoyed a volleyball day, giving everyone another opportunity to spend time together and build friendships outside of the usual gatherings.
	The YAL leadership team has also officially been blessed and commissioned within the church, marking an exciting step forward for the ministry. With a dedicated leadership team in place and St. Nectarios as the group’s patron saint, the YAL is looking forward to another season of bringing young adults together through faith, fellowship, and service.
	In Christ,  Artem Koker
	GO TO OUR WEBSITE TO REGISTER
	$100 PER PARTICIPANT

	LITURGY AND CONFESSION SCHEDULE
	*The schedule is subject to change Please check our website for any updates.
	OCTOBER
	NOVEMBER
	24th- Vespers at St. Katherine Church in Falls Church, VA, 7:00PM
	25th- St. Katherine
	Orthros 8:30AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30AM
	30th- St. Andrew the Apostle
	Orthros 5:30PM, Divine Liturgy 6:30PM
	6th-  St. Thomas
	Orthros 8:30AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30AM
	24th - Open Confession, 4:00PM
	24th - Vespers, 5:30PM
	26th- St. Demetrius
	Orthros 8:30AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30AM


	STEWARDSHIP
	STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE & PAYMENT


