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“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” – John 8
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Holy Apostles has grown through God’s grace and the faith, sacrifice, and perseverance of
our parish family. After more than a year in this sacred space, we see the blessings of that
journey: growing ministries, new families, and a place to worship and grow together in Christ.

As we give thanks for these blessings, we also look ahead. On Sunday, September 20, we
began the next phase of our capital campaign, focusing on reducing our mortgage and
improving the Sunday worship experience as our membership grows. Together, these efforts
will enhance our worship space and strengthen our parish’s financial foundation for the next
twenty years and beyond.

There have been two fundraising efforts over the last 10 years that allowed our parish to
move into this lovely home. To date, we have had a relatively small number of our
parishioners contribute to our building. Parish feedback that the committee received
indicated that we needed to expand the ways parishioners could participate.

There is a place for everyone in this effort through major gifts, the Pew Program, and online
contributions of any amount. The new pews will increase our sanctuary’s seating capacity,
making room for more people to worship together as our parish grows. Each new pew offers
four named giving opportunities of $4,000, with the option to sponsor an entire pew for
$20,000. Each named gift will be honored with a named plaque on the back of the pew and
can be paid over three years. With full participation in this Pew Program, we will also be able
to raise approximately $200,000 above the cost of the pews, which is half of the additional
funds we are looking to secure to make our forthcoming one-time payment on our mortgage
in 2028.

Capital campaign contributions are separate from our stewardship program, which sustains
our parish’s daily life and ministries by supporting our operating expenses.

Please visit the Future Planning Committee table after Divine Liturgy throughout the fall to
learn more, ask questions, and explore how you can participate. Additional information is
available on our  Future Planning web page . We will be releasing our next Parish membership
survey during the month of October; please participate as it is important that we hear from
you and provide a full review to the entire Parish membership.
Thank you for helping prepare Holy Apostles for the next 20 years and beyond!

In Christ,
The Future Planning Committee
George Pappas, Chairman

Message from George Pappas continued...
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Dear Holy Apostles Family,

As the leaves begin to change and we enter the
beautiful autumn season, I want to welcome you
all to the start of a new Ecclesiastical Year! The
fall brings a renewed sense of energy to our
parish as we return from summer travels and dive
back into the vibrant life of our church
community here in Loudoun County. It is a
wonderful time to reflect on our blessings and
refocus on our spiritual journey.

I am thrilled to announce the start of our 2026-
2027 ministry year. A special welcome back to our
students, parents, and teachers as Sunday School
officially resumes! I want to extend a warm and
heartfelt thank you to our new Sunday School
Director, Natalia Stepanov, for her incredible hard
work in preparing for this year. Please continue to
support her and consider volunteering to join our
teaching team to help nurture the faith of our
youth.

We are also excited for the return of our many
other vital ministries. Thank you to Vasilia Ravaris
for her continued leadership as Greek School
kicks off, and to Artem Koker for his dedication in
guiding both our St. Andrew’s Brotherhood Men's
Group and our Young Adult League (YAL). With
Bible Study, Catechism classes, and both of our
Youth Mministries (GOYA and HOPE/JOY) also
resuming, there are so many opportunities for
fellowship and education. Whether you are an
adult looking to deepen your faith or a family
bringing your children to learn, there is a place
for everyone to grow at Holy Apostles.

As we gather back together, I am delighted to
announce the official relaunch of our full Coffee
Hour! Following our "coffee only" summer
schedule, we are  returning to our full fellowship 

hour after Sunday Liturgy, focusing on easy to
serve finger foods. We are still actively looking for
weekly volunteers to sustain this vital ministry of
hospitality. Please reach out if you can lend a
hand in making our Sundays warm and welcoming
for parishioners and visitors alike.

Looking ahead, we have an incredibly exciting
project on the horizon. In September we will be
officially launching our Pew Fundraiser! As we
continue to settle into our beautiful church,
enhancing our Sunday worship experience and
expanding our capacity remains a top priority.
Through the diligent work of our Future Planning
Committee (FPC), led by George Pappas, we have
a clear path forward. I want to extend a special
thank you to Michael Pastis for his outstanding
effort in securing quotes and coordinating with
vendors, and to Father Thomas for his constant
spiritual guidance throughout this process. We
will be purchasing beautiful new pews that will
comfortably provide 285 seats for our growing
community. We will be sharing much more
information very soon on how you and your
family can contribute to this historic milestone
for our parish.

None of these amazing initiatives happen without
the selfless dedication of our volunteers. Thank
you to everyone who gives their time, talent, and
treasure to make Holy Apostles such a special
place.

May this fall season bring you and your loved
ones abundant blessings, peace, and spiritual
growth. I look forward to seeing you all at Liturgy!

In Christ,
Greg Joiner
Parish Council President
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Message from the Parish Council President



Fall Greetings!

We just had our annual Stewardship Picnic and despite a little drizzle, we had a great time. Every year we host
the picnic to thank you for your continued Stewardship support. Stewardship is about Time, Talent and
Treasure. We thank you for your Stewardship pledge and the time and talent you give to the church. You are a
valued member of our community and we wouldn’t be the success that we are without your help.

As the year ends, we remind you to complete your 2026 pledge. 

If you have not yet pledged for this year, you can still submit a pledge for 2026. If you’d like, you can even let
us know your pledge for 2027. All you need to do is fill out a pledge card at church or just email
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com with your pledge amount for the year (2026 or 2027). 

If you would like to keep the same pledge in 2027 as you made in 2026, please just send me a quick email…
easy!

As always, thank you for all your generosity!

Ron and Mina Baldinger

Stewardship
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Please print out this form
and leave it by the church

office, or email it to
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com. 

You can also pledge by
emailing Ron directly, or go

to our website at:
www.holyapostlesgreek

orthodox.org/stewardship

mailto:Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com


THE LIGHT |  SEP -  OCT05

GOYA Highlights
(ages 13-18)

Our first Philoptochos meeting of the year was held on Sunday, September 13. We gathered
together in fellowship and discussed the many ways Philoptochos can continue to serve and
support both our church and our local community . We look forward to a wonderful year of
compassion, service , and fellowship as we work together to make a difference in the lives of
others.

In Christ ,  Alexis Wenzel 

PHILOPTOCHOS

On September 12, we kicked off the new year
with a wonderful evening of food, friendship,
and fellowship!
A very special thank you to Olivia and Maximus
Whittington and their family for graciously
opening their home and welcoming well over 30
people. We are so grateful for their hospitality
and for everyone who came out to make the
evening such a joyful start to the year.



THE LIGHT |  SEP -  OCT06

AHEPA Chapter 542

AHEPA gets a special tour of the
National Museum of the Marine
Corps on Saturday, September 19,
with brother Colonel Vasilis
Fotopoulos (Ret.)

 
The Chapter 542 AHEPA Brothers
and their wives had an amazing

time on September 19, 2026 at the National Museum of the Marine Corps at
Quantico. A special thanks to our story telling tour guide, Colonel Vasilis
Fotopoulos (Ret.), and his auxiliary Colonel Chad Burke (Ret.) for his Camp
Leatherneck deployment stories in Afghanistan. It was an insider's look into
heroic moments of our history. We concluded with a wonderful lunch at
Giorgio's Greek restaurant.
 

Dean Economou
President Chapter 542



aesthetics

THANK  YOU  FOR  COMING!
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 Thank you to
our Stewards

and Stewardship
Committee!
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Financial Summaries and Building Fund Report
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HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)

St. Andrew’s Brotherhood has had another great season of fellowship
and time together. The men recently wrapped up the outdoor
barbecue season with one final gathering around the grill. Even a little
rain couldn’t stop the fellowship, as the group ended the season by
grilling together in the rain! These gatherings have been a wonderful
opportunity for the men to spend time together, build friendships, and
encourage one another in the faith.

In Christ,  Artem Koker

THE LIGHT |  SEP -  OCT10

The Feeding the Hungry ministry recently had the opportunity to try something new by serving tacos
at the shelter. Thanks to Nick Alexander and his recipe, the tacos were a great success and were
enjoyed by those being served. It was a fun way to bring something different to the monthly outreach
while continuing the ministry’s mission of providing meals and fellowship to those in need.

In Christ,  Artem Koker

Men’s Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood

The Holy Apostles Young Adults League has had an exciting few months of
fellowship and growth. Alongside the regular meetings, the group enjoyed a
volleyball day, giving everyone another opportunity to spend time together and
build friendships outside of the usual gatherings.
The YAL leadership team has also officially been blessed and commissioned within
the church, marking an exciting step forward for the ministry. With a dedicated
leadership team in place and St. Nectarios as the group’s patron saint, the YAL is
looking forward to another season of bringing young adults together through faith,
fellowship, and service.

In Christ,  Artem Koker

Feeding the Hungry Ministry

Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)



6 -  St. Thomasth

Orthros 8:30AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30AM 

24  - Open Confession, 4:00PMth

24  - Vespers, 5:30PMth

26 - St. Demetriusth

Orthros 8:30AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30AM 

*The schedule is subject to change Please check our website for any updates.
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L I T U RGY A N D  C ON F E S S ION  S C H E DU L E

O C T OB E R

24 - Vespers at St. Katherine Church in
Falls Church, VA, 7:00PM

th

25 - St. Katherineth

Orthros 8:30AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30AM 

30 - St. Andrew the Apostleth

Orthros 5:30PM, Divine Liturgy 6:30PM

G O  T O  OU R W E B S I T E  T O  R E G I ST E R 
$ 1 0 0  P E R PA RT IC I PA N T

NOV E M B E R
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STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE & PAYMENT

https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/stewardship
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D E E D . ”  
P R O V E R B S  1 9 : 1 7

2026 Pledged Stewards
Spiros Karousos
Dimitri and Jolanda Kesari
Artemy Koker
Clifford and Marina Koker
Eleftheria and George Koklanaris
Ioanna and Gerald Konieczki
Michael and Effie Koutsourais
Dena Kozanas and Tim Murtaugh
Hal and Alexandra Lampros
Sam LaVey
Nikoleta Lelis
Nabil and Mary Louh
Nakhleh Jack & Eleni Louh
Nick and Nyla Louh
Patricia Lyristis
Pearl and Robert Maalouf
Andrew and Colleen Makridis
Eleni Malliaros
Fr. Thomas & Presv. Elizabeth Manuel
Maria Marshall
Gregory and Georgia McKinney
Andrei and Maria Mitran
George and Debra Mokhiber
Dane Musil
Elaine Nejadian
William Ogle
Jonathan Osborne
Panayiotis and Cynthia Panagopoulos
Bill and Beth Papanastasiou
Claudette and Dennis
Papathanasopoulos
George and Coleen Pappas
Tara and Michael Pastis
Anatoli Peredera
Jonathan and Janet Perezous
Maria Plevrakis
Jerry and Helen Pollatos
Peter Pollatos
Fred and Jane Porter
Nicholas and Anastasia Ramfos
Joel and Ann Petriashvili Reye
Joshua Serian
Timothy Shadid
Noah Shreve
Brieann Sobieski
Constantine Sofologis
William Springer
Nick and Elizabeth Spyros
Constantine Stanovich
David and Anna Strafford
Dwaine and Irene Thomas
Peter Thomas
Christopher and Elizabeth Tjoumas
Petriani and Basil Trikas
Austin and Samantha Trought
Ramon and Christina Vazquez
Vasileios and Jenny Vlachopoulos
Scott and Alexis Wenzel
Doug and Stefania Whittington
Nathalie Winters
Andreas Xenos
Costas and Marina Zagaris
George and Timea Zangos
Maria Zangos
Nicholas and Carol Zangos
George and Lindsay Zenelis
John and Penny Zenelis
Zander Zwart

mailto:sundayschool@hagoc.org
mailto:annkjohnson23@gmail.com
mailto:aawenzel22@gmail.com
mailto:glakas@cox.net
mailto:hopejoyhagoc@gmail.com
mailto:hopejoyhagoc@gmail.com
mailto:vasilia@live.com
mailto:pnbroening@verizon.net
mailto:mike.hadjimichael@gmail.com
mailto:deaneconomou@ymail.com

	Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church
	The Light
	SEPT - OCT 2026
	In This Issue
	Capital Campaign
	Update: Our Next Chapter
	Register for Greek School
	and Greek Dance
	NEW!
	Communication Workshop
	for Teens


	Capital Campaign 2026: Our Next Chapter
	Thanking God for 20 years. Preparing our church home for generations to come.
	Holy Apostles
	Greek Orthodox Church


	Message from George Pappas continued...
	Holy Apostles has grown through God’s grace and the faith, sacrifice, and perseverance of our parish family. After more than a year in this sacred space, we see the blessings of that journey: growing ministries, new families, and a place to worship and grow together in Christ.
	As we give thanks for these blessings, we also look ahead. On Sunday, September 20, we began the next phase of our capital campaign, focusing on reducing our mortgage and improving the Sunday worship experience as our membership grows. Together, these efforts will enhance our worship space and strengthen our parish’s financial foundation for the next twenty years and beyond.
	There have been two fundraising efforts over the last 10 years that allowed our parish to move into this lovely home. To date, we have had a relatively small number of our parishioners contribute to our building. Parish feedback that the committee received indicated that we needed to expand the ways parishioners could participate.
	There is a place for everyone in this effort through major gifts, the Pew Program, and online contributions of any amount. The new pews will increase our sanctuary’s seating capacity, making room for more people to worship together as our parish grows. Each new pew offers four named giving opportunities of $4,000, with the option to sponsor an entire pew for $20,000. Each named gift will be honored with a named plaque on the back of the pew and can be paid over three years. With full participation in this Pew Program, we will also be able to raise approximately $200,000 above the cost of the pews, which is half of the additional funds we are looking to secure to make our forthcoming one-time payment on our mortgage in 2028.
	Capital campaign contributions are separate from our stewardship program, which sustains our parish’s daily life and ministries by supporting our operating expenses.
	Please visit the Future Planning Committee table after Divine Liturgy throughout the fall to learn more, ask questions, and explore how you can participate. Additional information is available on our  Future Planning web page . We will be releasing our next Parish membership survey during the month of October; please participate as it is important that we hear from you and provide a full review to the entire Parish membership.
	Thank you for helping prepare Holy Apostles for the next 20 years and beyond!
	In Christ,
	The Future Planning Committee
	George Pappas, Chairman

	Message from the Parish Council President
	Dear Holy Apostles Family,
	As the leaves begin to change and we enter the beautiful autumn season, I want to welcome you all to the start of a new Ecclesiastical Year! The fall brings a renewed sense of energy to our parish as we return from summer travels and dive back into the vibrant life of our church community here in Loudoun County. It is a wonderful time to reflect on our blessings and refocus on our spiritual journey.
	I am thrilled to announce the start of our 2026-2027 ministry year. A special welcome back to our students, parents, and teachers as Sunday School officially resumes! I want to extend a warm and heartfelt thank you to our new Sunday School Director, Natalia Stepanov, for her incredible hard work in preparing for this year. Please continue to support her and consider volunteering to join our teaching team to help nurture the faith of our youth.
	We are also excited for the return of our many other vital ministries. Thank you to Vasilia Ravaris for her continued leadership as Greek School kicks off, and to Artem Koker for his dedication in guiding both our St. Andrew’s Brotherhood Men's Group and our Young Adult League (YAL). With Bible Study, Catechism classes, and both of our Youth Mministries (GOYA and HOPE/JOY) also resuming, there are so many opportunities for fellowship and education. Whether you are an adult looking to deepen your faith or a family bringing your children to learn, there is a place for everyone to grow at Holy Apostles.
	As we gather back together, I am delighted to announce the official relaunch of our full Coffee Hour! Following our "coffee only" summer schedule, we are  returning to our full fellowship
	hour after Sunday Liturgy, focusing on easy to serve finger foods. We are still actively looking for weekly volunteers to sustain this vital ministry of hospitality. Please reach out if you can lend a hand in making our Sundays warm and welcoming for parishioners and visitors alike.
	Looking ahead, we have an incredibly exciting project on the horizon. In September we will be officially launching our Pew Fundraiser! As we continue to settle into our beautiful church, enhancing our Sunday worship experience and expanding our capacity remains a top priority. Through the diligent work of our Future Planning Committee (FPC), led by George Pappas, we have a clear path forward. I want to extend a special thank you to Michael Pastis for his outstanding effort in securing quotes and coordinating with vendors, and to Father Thomas for his constant spiritual guidance throughout this process. We will be purchasing beautiful new pews that will comfortably provide 285 seats for our growing community. We will be sharing much more information very soon on how you and your family can contribute to this historic milestone for our parish.
	None of these amazing initiatives happen without the selfless dedication of our volunteers. Thank you to everyone who gives their time, talent, and treasure to make Holy Apostles such a special place.
	May this fall season bring you and your loved ones abundant blessings, peace, and spiritual growth. I look forward to seeing you all at Liturgy!
	In Christ,
	Greg Joiner
	Parish Council President

	Stewardship
	Fall Greetings!
	We just had our annual Stewardship Picnic and despite a little drizzle, we had a great time. Every year we host the picnic to thank you for your continued Stewardship support. Stewardship is about Time, Talent and Treasure. We thank you for your Stewardship pledge and the time and talent you give to the church. You are a valued member of our community and we wouldn’t be the success that we are without your help.
	As the year ends, we remind you to complete your 2026 pledge.
	If you have not yet pledged for this year, you can still submit a pledge for 2026. If you’d like, you can even let us know your pledge for 2027. All you need to do is fill out a pledge card at church or just email Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com with your pledge amount for the year (2026 or 2027).
	If you would like to keep the same pledge in 2027 as you made in 2026, please just send me a quick email…easy!
	As always, thank you for all your generosity!
	Ron and Mina Baldinger
	Please print out this form and leave it by the church office, or email it to Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com.
	You can also pledge by emailing Ron directly, or go to our website at:
	www.holyapostlesgreek
	orthodox.org/stewardship
	GOYA Highlights
	(ages 13-18)
	On September 12, we kicked off the new year with a wonderful evening of food, friendship, and fellowship!
	A very special thank you to Olivia and Maximus Whittington and their family for graciously opening their home and welcoming well over 30 people. We are so grateful for their hospitality and for everyone who came out to make the evening such a joyful start to the year.



	PHILOPTOCHOS
	Our first Philoptochos meeting of the year was held on Sunday, September 13. We gathered together in fellowship and discussed the many ways Philoptochos can continue to serve and support both our church and our local community. We look forward to a wonderful year of compassion, service, and fellowship as we work together to make a difference in the lives of others.
	In Christ,  Alexis Wenzel

	AHEPA Chapter 542
	AHEPA gets a special tour of the National Museum of the Marine Corps on Saturday, September 19, with brother Colonel Vasilis Fotopoulos (Ret.)
	The Chapter 542 AHEPA Brothers and their wives had an amazing
	time on September 19, 2026 at the National Museum of the Marine Corps at Quantico. A special thanks to our story telling tour guide, Colonel Vasilis Fotopoulos (Ret.), and his auxiliary Colonel Chad Burke (Ret.) for his Camp Leatherneck deployment stories in Afghanistan. It was an insider's look into heroic moments of our history. We concluded with a wonderful lunch at Giorgio's Greek restaurant.
	Dean Economou
	President Chapter 542

	Thank you to our Stewards and Stewardship Committee!
	aesthetics
	THANK  YOU  FOR  COMING!

	THE LIGHT | SEP - OCT
	Financial Summaries and Building Fund Report
	HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)

	Men’s Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
	St. Andrew’s Brotherhood has had another great season of fellowship and time together. The men recently wrapped up the outdoor barbecue season with one final gathering around the grill. Even a little rain couldn’t stop the fellowship, as the group ended the season by grilling together in the rain! These gatherings have been a wonderful opportunity for the men to spend time together, build friendships, and encourage one another in the faith.
	In Christ,  Artem Koker

	Feeding the Hungry Ministry
	The Feeding the Hungry ministry recently had the opportunity to try something new by serving tacos at the shelter. Thanks to Nick Alexander and his recipe, the tacos were a great success and were enjoyed by those being served. It was a fun way to bring something different to the monthly outreach while continuing the ministry’s mission of providing meals and fellowship to those in need.
	In Christ,  Artem Koker

	Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)
	The Holy Apostles Young Adults League has had an exciting few months of fellowship and growth. Alongside the regular meetings, the group enjoyed a volleyball day, giving everyone another opportunity to spend time together and build friendships outside of the usual gatherings.
	The YAL leadership team has also officially been blessed and commissioned within the church, marking an exciting step forward for the ministry. With a dedicated leadership team in place and St. Nectarios as the group’s patron saint, the YAL is looking forward to another season of bringing young adults together through faith, fellowship, and service.
	In Christ,  Artem Koker
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