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Rejoicing on Lazarus Saturday: Receiving 17
Catechumens into the Orthodox Faith

With great joy and thanksgiving to God, Our Holy
Apostles Greek Orthodox Church received seventeen
catechumens into the Holy Orthodox Faith on Lazarus
Saturday. As we stood at the threshold of Holy Week
and prepare to proclaim the saving Passion and
glorious Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, this day
became for our parish a living witness that Christ
continues to call people to Himself and to raise souls
from death into life.
 
Lazarus Saturday is one of the most hope-filled and
beautiful days in the Church year. On this day, the
Church remembers the raising of Lazarus by Christ 
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“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” – John 8
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after four days in the tomb. This miracle is not only a sign of Christ’s
divine authority over death, but also a revelation of the Resurrection
that is to come.

As the Gospel proclaims:“I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” — John 11:25
 
The hymns of Lazarus Saturday proclaim the same triumphant
message: “Confirming the universal resurrection before Thy Passion,
Thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, O Christ God.”
 
How fitting it was that our catechumens were received into the
Church on this very day. Their journey of prayer, study, repentance,
and spiritual preparation led them into full communion with the Body
of Christ. In Holy Baptism and Chrismation, they were united to
Christ’s death and Resurrection, clothed in Him, and welcomed into
the life of the Church.
 
The Apostle Paul writes: “For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.” — Galatians 3:27
 
And again: “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” — Romans 6:4
 
The reception of catechumens is not only a joyful moment for those
entering the Church, but also a renewal for the entire parish family.
Their faith, love, and commitment reminded all of us of the precious
gift we have received in the Orthodox Faith. As they confessed the
Creed, renounced the adversary, and united 
themselves to Christ, we were reminded of our own calling to remain
faithful and steadfast.

Lazarus Saturday points us toward Pascha. Christ enters the tomb of
Lazarus and calls him forth by name, foreshadowing His own victory
over death. In the same way, every Christian life is a response to the
voice of Christ calling us out of darkness into His marvelous light.
 
One of the hymns of the feast beautifully declares: “O Christ, the Joy
of all, the Truth, the Light, the Life, and the Resurrection of the world,
Thou hast appeared in Thy goodness to those on earth.”
 
As a parish, we gave thanks to God for these seventeen souls who
entered the Ark of Salvation, the Holy Orthodox Church. We prayed
that the Lord would strengthen them in faith, preserve them in
holiness, and grant them many blessed years.
 
May this Lazarus Saturday be for all of us a reminder that Christ is
victorious over death, and that His Church continues to grow through
His grace and love.
 
“Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and
upon those in the tombs bestowing life!”

Fr. Thomas

Message from Fr. Thomas continued...
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Message from the Parish Council President
Dear Holy Apostles Family,

Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen!

I hope you all experienced a joyous and spiritually fulfilling Pascha! Our Holy Week services were truly
moving, culminating in a beautiful Resurrection service and our wonderful Pascha Picnic on April 12th. It is
always a profound blessing to celebrate the triumph of our Lord and the light of the Resurrection alongside
our beautiful parish family.

I want to take a special moment to highlight our very first Greek Festival, which took place on May 16th and
17th. I am thrilled to report that it was an overwhelming success! It was amazing to see our Chantilly
community come together to share our Orthodox faith, Hellenic culture, and delicious food with the
broader Loudoun County area. A massive thank you to everyone who stepped up to volunteer, sponsor,
dance, and participate. Special thanks to Jill Karalis for her tireless efforts in planning and coordinating the
festival and Dimitri Kesari for his help with equipment and logistics. This historic milestone for our parish
was only possible because of your dedication!

We have also been extremely active in the wider life of the Church. Earlier this month, Father Thomas,
Artem Koker, and I had the privilege of representing Holy Apostles at the 2026 Metropolis of New Jersey
Clergy-Laity Assembly in Cinnaminson, NJ. It was a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and to learn about
new Metropolis initiatives. We are also eagerly preparing for the 48th Biennial National Clergy-Laity
Congress, which will be taking place in Cleveland, Ohio, from June 30th to July 2nd.

I also want to highlight the continued growth and wonderful gatherings of our St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
Men’s Group and our Young Adult League (YAL). This spring, our YAL enjoyed several engaging social and
discussion evenings, as well as an inspiring trip to the NOVA & MD YAL Retreat at St. Nektarios Monastery.
Meanwhile, the St. Andrew’s Brotherhood recently came together for a fantastic evening of food,
fellowship, and discussion. A very special thank you to Artem Koker for his outstanding dedication and
leadership in guiding both of these vital ministries!

May and June continue to be bustling with wonderful activities for our youth and young adults. First, a huge
congratulations to Marianna Drapas and Ben Joiner, who earned Honorable Mentions at the Metropolis
level of the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival in Wilmington, Delaware on May 2nd! We are
exceedingly proud of your hard work and eloquence.

Looking ahead, our GOYA teens will be meeting for lunch at Silver Diner on May 31st (please RSVP to Alexis
Wenzel!), and they are looking forward to a Pool Party generously hosted by the Ayoub family on June 13th.
On Sunday, June 7th, we will celebrate our Sunday School Graduation, where we will present certificates
and recognize our high school seniors. Additionally, the Ladies Philoptochos will host their meeting,
potluck, and "Seven Holy Women" book discussion on June 14th, and our much-anticipated Vacation
Church Camp will run from June 22nd to 26th!

None of these ministries would thrive without the tireless efforts of our volunteers. We owe a huge thank
you to Dena Kozanas for her incredible dedication as our Sunday School Director, and to Vasilia Ravaris for
leading our Greek School program to a fantastic finish this year. Thank you as well to Maria Plevrakis and
everyone on our Coffee Hour Committee for their continued weekly hospitality.

Wishing you all a joyful, safe, and blessed summer. Truly He is Risen!

In Christ,
Greg Joiner
Parish Council President



Happy Summer!

We are currently coming off a festival high after an incredible weekend at our First Greek Festival in our new
church — What a wonderful turnout and what an amazing festival we pulled off. We had so many church
members participate to make this festival a huge success - we are truly blessed. Our 2026 Stewardship Program
is also doing well. We are currently at 115 Stewards, an all-time high for Holy Apostles. We thank each and every
one of you for your continued support and generosity. If you are not yet a steward… PLEASE sign up to be one
today. 

If you have not yet pledged for 2026, please either fill out a pledge card or email Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com with
your pledge for this year. We need a new pledge from each person EVERY YEAR. So, even if you are continuing
with the same amount as 2025 (or a new amount), we still need a confirmation from you for this year. Just send
me an email… easy!

As always, thank you for all your generosity!

In your service,
Ron and Mina Baldinger
HAGOC Stewardship Chairs

Stewardship
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Please print out this form
and leave it by the church

office, or email it to
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com. 

You can also pledge by
emailing Ron directly, or go

to our website at:
www.holyapostlesgreek

orthodox.org/stewardship

mailto:Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com


SPRING PARISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY (GA) - June 7th
We will conduct our usual Spring GA business: reports from the President, Stewardship Chair,
and Treasurer, including a presentation / vote on proposed updates to the 2026 budget to
reflect the operating expenses for our new church. We will also present a report on our first
Greek Festival, and the Future Planning Committee (FPC) will update us on fundraising, including
new information about how you can support the future growth of our church.
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PHILOPTOCHOS

The Ladies of Philoptochos prayerfully and lovingly decorated
the Epitaphios in preparation for Holy Week and the
celebration of Pascha. This beautiful and sacred tradition
added beauty and reverence to our Holy Week worship and
reflected the spirit of faith, devotion, and love within our
parish community. 

In Christ,   
Alexis Wenzel and Cynthia Glakas

https://tinyurl.com/ms3b8pdp



Graduation 

Announcements
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Graduate: MARIANNA DRAPAS
Parents: John and Maria Drapas
Graduating from: Freedom High School 
Post Graduate Plans: University of Virginia

Graduate: LEILA AYOUB
Parents: Jack and Sandy Ayoub
Graduating from: Langley High School 
Post Graduate Plans: James Madison University

Graduate: PETER POLLATOS
Parents: Jerry and Helen Pollatos
Graduating from: George Mason University
Post Graduate Plans: Seminary at the Hellenic College Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School of Theology 

Graduate: JOHN ECONOMOU
Parents: Dean and Lia Economou
Graduating from: Dominion High School
Post Graduate Plans: James Madison University, 
Honors College
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OPA!



The Holy Apostles Young Adults League has continued establishing a strong foundation for
young adults within the parish. Regular meetings, fellowship nights, and social gatherings
have helped foster meaningful friendships and spiritual encouragement among participants.
The group remains grateful to have St. Nectarios as its patron saint and looks forward to
further growth, fellowship, and opportunities for young adults to become more connected
within parish life.

In Christ,
Artem Koker
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Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)

Join Us! 



!

With love in Christ,
Marina Zagaris

HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)
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St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival

On May 2nd at Holy Trinity in
Wilmington, Delaware, the Metropolis
level competition for the St. John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival was
held and the participants from our
parish did exceptionally well!
 

Senior Division (grades 10-12):
Marianna Drapas, Honorable
Mention 
Junior Division (grades 7-9): Ben
Joiner, Honorable Mention 

  
HAGOC has in years' past excelled in
this Metropolis competition, and 2026
was no exception! We are exceedingly
proud of Marianna and Ben –
congratulations to you both!

Feeding the Hungry Ministry

The Feeding the Hungry ministry maintains its regular outreach efforts serving those in
need within the community. Volunteers faithfully prepare and serve meals on both the
2nd Tuesday and 4th Monday at Embry Rucker Shelter in Reston. Participation has
remained strong, and the ministry remains a meaningful opportunity for parishioners to
serve Christ through serving others.

In Christ,
Artem Koker



HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)
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GOYA Highlights

On March 21, GOYA members and parents
gathered together for an evening of fellowship,
camaraderie, and community at the home of
Mark and Elena Wenzel. The GOYAns enjoyed
playing games, taking walks through the
neighborhood and just hanging out. The parents
had lots of laughs and enjoyed a little friendly
competitive trivia. Through conversation,
laughter, and shared experiences, the evening
reflected the spirit of unity and faith that
continues to grow within our GOYA community.

(ages 13-18)

On April 19, GOYA members enjoyed a
wonderful hike at Beaverdam Reservoir
Park on a beautiful day filled with
fellowship, fun, and fresh air. Everyone
enjoyed getting outdoors, spending time
together, and getting some great exercise
while taking in the scenic surroundings. 

On April 26, GOYA members gathered for
a Prosforo-making session led by
Presvytera, who guided the group through
the tradition and preparation of the
liturgical bread. The breads lovingly made
by the youth were offered and enjoyed
during the following day’s Divine Liturgy. 

On May 2, GOYA members recently participated
in a CPR training session, where they learned
this important life-saving skill and gained
valuable hands-on experience. Special thank you
to Ioanna Gisone and Anastasia Vlassopoulos for
leading this session.

With love in Christ,
Marina Zagaris



Lent was a busy and fulfilling time
for our Hope/Joy ministry. In March
we had a beautiful visit to Saint
Sophia Cathedral in Washington
D.C. We received a wonderful tour
by Mr. Victor on the history of the
cathedral and all of their beautiful
mosaic iconography. Presvytera
Eleftheria graciously hosted us for
lunch before we headed to the
National Zoo for some fun
fellowship time together.

In April we had over 30 kids
participate in our annual Holy
Friday Retreat. The kids learned
about Joseph of Arimathea and
Nicodemus, learned some of the
lamentation hymns, made their own
epitaphio craft and participated in
the Unnailing Vespers, helping to
receive Christ from the cross and
participating in the procession of 

Hope and Joy
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the epitaphio.  It was such a
beautiful day together and a
wonderful way for the kids to
participate during Holy Week.

In June we look forwarded to
another week of Vacation
Church Camp. Our theme this
year is “Stewards of the Garden”.
We have lots of exciting lessons,
music, snacks, games and crafts
planned. Camp is open to all
kids ages 3-12, we hope they can
join us! This will be our last
youth activity before we break
for summer.

Wishing everyone a fun and
relaxing summer break!

With love in Christ,
Marina Zagaris



St. Andrew’s Brotherhood meets monthly
and remains a steady source of fellowship,
spiritual encouragement, and support for
the men of the parish. The group has
continued building consistency and
brotherhood through discussions centered
on faith, family life, prayer, and practical
spiritual growth. The monthly gatherings
have been a blessing and have helped
strengthen connections within the parish
community.

In Christ,  Artem Koker

Men’s Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
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Financial Summaries and Building Fund Report
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Holy Apostles Fast begins June 8th

8  - Vespers 6:00pm and anointing to
begin the fast 

th

11  - St. Bartholomew (Orthros 8:30am,
Divine Liturgy 9:30am)

th

19  - St. Jude (Orthros 5:00pm, Liturgy
6:00pm) 

th

24  - Nativity of St. John the Baptist
(Orthos 5:00pm, Liturgy 6:00pm)

th

18  - Confession 4:00pm, Vespers
5:30pm

th

20  - Prophet Elias (Orthros  5:00pm,
Divine Liturgy 6:00pm

th

28  - St. Irene Chrysolovantou (Orthros
8:30am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am)

th

*The schedule is subject to change Please check our website for any updates.
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L I T U RGY S C H E DU L E

J U N E

J U LY

29  - Feast of Holy Apostles, Liturgy on
the 29th for the 30  (Orthros 5:00pm,
Liturgy 6:00pm)

th

th
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STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE & PAYMENT

https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/stewardship
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THANK YOU
TO OUR 2026
STEWARDS!

Parish Council
Greg Joiner 

gregjoiner@gmail.com

Stewardship 
Ron & Mina Baldinger

Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com

Sunday School
Dena Kozanas

denakozanas@gmail.com

Prosfora
Angela Galanos

angela.galanos@gmail.com

Greek Dance Program
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maroudi@hotmail.com

St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
and Young Adult Group

Artem Koker
artemskoker@gmail.com

Philoptochos
Alexis Wenzel & Cynthia Glakas

aawenzel22@gmail.com
glakas@cox.net

GOYA
Alexis Wenzel 

goyahagoc@gmail.com

Hope & Joy
Marina Zagaris

mnchrist86@gmail.com

Greek School
Vasilia Ravaris

vasilia@live.com

Music Ministry
Penny Broening

pnbroening@verizon.net

AHEPA
Dean Economou

 deaneconomou@ymail.com
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“WHOEVER IS
GENEROUS TO

THE POOR
LENDS TO THE
LORD,  AND HE

WILL REPAY HIM
FOR HIS  DEED.”  

PROVERBS 19 : 17

2026 Pledged Stewards

 Peter Pollatos
 Fred and Jane Porter
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 John and Penny Zenelis
 Zander Zwart
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mailto:deaneconomou@ymail.com
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