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“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” — John 8
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Rejoicing on Lazarus Saturday: Receiving 17

Catechumens into the Orthodox Faith

With great joy and thanksgiving to God, Our Holy
Apostles Greek Orthodox Church received seventeen
catechumens into the Holy Orthodox Faith on Lazarus
Saturday. As we stood at the threshold of Holy Week
and prepare to proclaim the saving Passion and
glorious Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, this day
became for our parish a living witness that Christ
continues to call people to Himself and to raise souls
from death into life.

Lazarus Saturday is one of the most hope-filled and
beautiful days in the Church year. On this day, the
Church remembers the raising of Lazarus by Christ
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after four days in the tomb. This miracle is not only a sign of Christ’s
divine authority over death, but also a revelation of the Resurrection
that is to come.

As the Gospel proclaims:“l am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” — John 11:25

The hymns of Lazarus Saturday proclaim the same triumphant
message: “Confirming the universal resurrection before Thy Passion,
Thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, O Christ God.”

How fitting it was that our catechumens were received into the
Church on this very day. Their journey of prayer, study, repentance,
and spiritual preparation led them into full communion with the Body
of Christ. In Holy Baptism and Chrismation, they were united to
Christ’s death and Resurrection, clothed in Him, and welcomed into
the life of the Church.

The Apostle Paul writes: “For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.” — Galatians 3:27

And again: “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” — Romans 6:4

The reception of catechumens is not only a joyful moment for those
entering the Church, but also a renewal for the entire parish family.
Their faith, love, and commitment reminded all of us of the precious
gift we have received in the Orthodox Faith. As they confessed the
Creed, renounced the adversary, and united

themselves to Christ, we were reminded of our own calling to remain
faithful and steadfast.

Lazarus Saturday points us toward Pascha. Christ enters the tomb of
Lazarus and calls him forth by name, foreshadowing His own victory
over death. In the same way, every Christian life is a response to the
voice of Christ calling us out of darkness into His marvelous light.

One of the hymns of the feast beautifully declares: “O Christ, the Joy
of all, the Truth, the Light, the Life, and the Resurrection of the world,
Thou hast appeared in Thy goodness to those on earth.”

As a parish, we gave thanks to God for these seventeen souls who
entered the Ark of Salvation, the Holy Orthodox Church. We prayed
that the Lord would strengthen them in faith, preserve them in
holiness, and grant them many blessed years.

May this Lazarus Saturday be for all of us a reminder that Christ is
victorious over death, and that His Church continues to grow through
His grace and love.

“Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and
upon those in the tombs bestowing life!”

Fr. Thomas
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%Dear Holy Apostles Family,

Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen!

I hope you all experienced a joyous and spiritually fulfilling Pascha! Our Holy Week services were truly
moving, culminating in a beautiful Resurrection service and our wonderful Pascha Picnic on April 12th. It is
always a profound blessing to celebrate the triumph of our Lord and the light of the Resurrection alongside
our beautiful parish family.

| want to take a special moment to highlight our very first Greek Festival, which took place on May 16th and
17th. | am thrilled to report that it was an overwhelming success! It was amazing to see our Chantilly
community come together to share our Orthodox faith, Hellenic culture, and delicious food with the
broader Loudoun County area. A massive thank you to everyone who stepped up to volunteer, sponsor,
dance, and participate. Special thanks to Jill Karalis for her tireless efforts in planning and coordinating the
festival and Dimitri Kesari for his help with equipment and logistics. This historic milestone for our parish
was only possible because of your dedication!

\

I'% We have also been extremely active in the wider life of the Church. Earlier this month, Father Thomas,
Artem Koker, and | had the privilege of representing Holy Apostles at the 2026 Metropolis of New Jersey
Clergy-Laity Assembly in Cinnaminson, NJ. It was a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and to learn about
new Metropolis initiatives. We are also eagerly preparing for the 48th Biennial National Clergy-Laity
Congress, which will be taking place in Cleveland, Ohio, from June 30th to July 2nd.

| also want to highlight the continued growth and wonderful gatherings of our St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
Men’s Group and our Young Adult League (YAL). This spring, our YAL enjoyed several engaging social and
discussion evenings, as well as an inspiring trip to the NOVA & MD YAL Retreat at St. Nektarios Monastery.
Meanwhile, the St. Andrew’s Brotherhood recently came together for a fantastic evening of food,
fellowship, and discussion. A very special thank you to Artem Koker for his outstanding dedication and
leadership in guiding both of these vital ministries! h

May and June continue to be bustling with wonderful activities for our youth and young adults. First, a huge
congratulations to Marianna Drapas and Ben Joiner, who earned Honorable Mentions at the Metropolis
level of the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival in Wilmington, Delaware on May 2nd! We are
exceedingly proud of your hard work and eloquence.

Looking ahead, our GOYA teens will be meeting for lunch at Silver Diner on May 31st (please RSVP to Alexis
Wenzel!), and they are looking forward to a Pool Party generously hosted by the Ayoub family on June 13th.
On Sunday, June 7th, we will celebrate our Sunday School Graduation, where we will present certificates
and recognize our high school seniors. Additionally, the Ladies Philoptochos will host their meeting,
potluck, and "Seven Holy Women" book discussion on June 14th, and our much-anticipated Vacation
Church Camp will run from June 22nd to 26th!

None of these ministries would thrive without the tireless efforts of our volunteers. We owe a huge than
. you to Dena Kozanas for her incredible dedication as our Sunday School Director, and to Vasilia Ravaris for 4

s leading our Greek School program to a fantastic finish this year. Thank you as well to Maria Plevrakis and
/,} everyone on our Coffee Hour Committee for their continued weekly hospitality. h -

Wishing you all a joyful, safe, and blessed summer. Truly He is Risen!

In Christ,
|\ Greg Joiner
Parish Council President



Stewardship

Happy Summer!

We are currently coming off a festival high after an incredible weekend at our First Greek Festival in our new
church — What a wonderful turnout and what an amazing festival we pulled off. We had so many church
members participate to make this festival a huge success - we are truly blessed. Our 2026 Stewardship Program
is also doing well. We are currently at 115 Stewards, an all-time high for Holy Apostles. We thank each and every
one of you for your continued support and generosity. If you are not yet a steward... PLEASE sign up to be one
today.

If you have not yet pledged for 2026, please either fill out a pledge card or email Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com with
your pledge for this year. We need a new pledge from each person EVERY YEAR. So, even if you are continuing
with the same amount as 2025 (or a new amount), we still need a confirmation from you for this year. Just send
me an email... easy!

As always, thank you for all your generosity!

In your service,
Ron and Mina Baldinger
HAGOC Stewardship Chairs

HOLY APOSTLES

2026 PLEDGE CARD GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Name:

Emall PanG: Please print out this form
2026 Pledge: per month / quarter / semi / year (circle one) and leave it by the church
Once this card is submitted, you will receive an email with information on Ofﬁce; or email |t to
available payment options. Thank you for your support!! ROn ; Bald | nger@gmai l..COm ;

If you would prefer to pledge or donate online, please visit:
https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/donate

You can also pledge by
Instead of filling out a pledge card, you can also just email your pledge

and information to Ron Baldinger at Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com emai“ng ROﬂ direCtly: or gO
------------ - to our website at:

A FEW PLEDGE FAQs
Does a stewardship pledge make me a Steward in Good Standing? WWW. hOlyapOStleSgreek
- YES, an annual pledge makes you a Steward in Good Standing 9) rthod 0OX.0 rg/stewards h | p

What benefits come with being a Steward in Good Standing?
- Eligible to vote at General Assemblies — have a voice in decisions
- Participation in church sacraments

Is there a minimum pledge amount?
- There is no minimum, however a good guideline is the “3 Penny

Rule”... give 3 cents for each dollar of your take home income ‘%{0
Can | change my pledge during the year? o °
% ,;;;':",-’::’%‘

- Life brings new challenges and opportunities every day. If you
want to decrease/increase your pledge, just let us know, no issue
What does my stewardship contribution fund?
- Stewardship allows us to have a parish priest and church, and
many ministries available to you and all Orthodox Christians
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Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church

Join Us
FEAST OF THE
HOLY APOSTLES

MONDAY, JUNE 29

ORTHROS 5PM, LITURGY 6PM
BBQ TO FOLLOW

 HoiNaEI Tan, -a.m«
A006KE MIOfACH

June 22-26
9am-12pm
Prek-6th Gr.

$100 per camper ab

Questions? Send to
mnchrist86@gmail.com

25350 POLAND RD, CHANTILLY, VA 20152

https://tinyurl.com/ms3b8pdp

SPRING PARISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY (GA) - June 7th
We will conduct our usual Spring GA business: reports from the President, Stewardship Chair,
and Treasurer, including a presentation / vote on proposed updates to the 2026 budget to
reflect the operating expenses for our new church. We will also present a report on our first
Greek Festival, and the Future Planning Committee (FPC) will update us on fundraising, including
new information about how you can support the future growth of our church.

PHILOPTOCHOS

The Ladies of Philoptochos prayerfully and lovingly decorated
the Epitaphios in preparation for Holy Week and the
celebration of Pascha. This beautiful and sacred tradition
added beauty and reverence to our Holy Week worship and
reflected the spirit of faith, devotion, and love within our
parish community. -f'[

In Christ,
Alexis Wenzel and Cynthia Glakas
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2026

Graduate: MARIANNA DRAPAS

Parents: John and Maria Drapas
Graduating from: Freedom High School
Post Graduate Plans: University of Virginia

Graduate: JOHN ECONOMOU
Parents: Dean and Lia Economou

‘Graduating from: Dominion High School

'Post Graduate Plans: James Madison University,
Honors College

Graduate: LEILA AYOUB

Parents: Jack and Sandy Ayoub

Graduating from: Langley High School

Post Graduate Plans: James Madison University

’ Graduate: PETER POLLATOS
Parents: Jerry and Helen Pollatos
Graduating from: George Mason University
Post Graduate Plans: Seminary at the Hellenic College Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School of Theology
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Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)

The Holy Apostles Young Adults League has continued establishing a strong foundation for
young adults within the parish. Regular meetings, fellowship nights, and social gatherings
have helped foster meaningful friendships and spiritual encouragement among participants.
The group remains grateful to have St. Nectarios as its patron saint and looks forward to
further growth, fellowship, and opportunities for young adults to become more connected
within parish life. '

In Christ, > f b(j 7/ 7/8/, // / q <

Artem Koker
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St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival

On May 2nd at Holy Trinity in
Wilmington, Delaware, the Metropolis
level competition for the St. John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival was
held and the participants from our
parish did exceptionally well!

e Senior Division (grades 10-12):
Marianna Drapas, Honorable
Mention

e Junior Division (grades 7-9): Ben
Joiner, Honorable Mention

I HAGOC has in years' past excelled in
this Metropolis competition, and 2026
~ was no exception! We are exceedingly
proud of Marianna and Ben -
congratulations to you both!

Feeding the Hungry Ministry

The Feeding the Hungry ministry maintains its regular outreach efforts serving those in
need within the community. Volunteers faithfully prepare and serve meals on both the
2nd Tuesday and 4th Monday at Embry Rucker Shelter in Reston. Participation has
remained strong, and the ministry remains a meaningful opportunity for parishioners to
serve Christ through serving others.

In Christ,
Artem Koker
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GOYA Highlights

(ages 13-18)

On March 21, GOYA members and parents
gathered together for an evening of fellowship,
camaraderie, and community at the home of
Mark and Elena Wenzel. The GOYAns enjoyed
playing games, taking walks through the
neighborhood and just hanging out. The parents
had lots of laughs and enjoyed a little friendly
competitive trivia. Through conversation,
laughter, and shared experiences, the evening
reflected the spirit of unity and faith that
continues to grow within our GOYA community.

On April 19, GOYA members enjoyed a
wonderful hike at Beaverdam Reservoir
Park on a beautiful day filled with
fellowship, fun, and fresh air. Everyone
enjoyed getting outdoors, spending time
together, and getting some great exercise
while taking in the scenic surroundings.

On April 26, GOYA members gathered for
a Prosforo-making session led by
Presvytera, who guided the group through
the tradition and preparation of the
liturgical bread. The breads lovingly made
by the youth were offered and enjoyed
during the following day’s Divine Liturgy.

On May 2, GOYA members recently participated
in a CPR training session, where they learned
this important life-saving skill and gained
valuable hands-on experience. Special thank you
to loanna Gisone and Anastasia Vlassopoulos for
leading this session.

With love in Christ,
Marina Zagaris v,
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Hope and

Lent was a busy and fulfilling time
for our Hope/Joy ministry. In March
we had a beautiful visit to Saint
Washington

Sophia Cathedral in
D.C. We received a wonderful tour
by Mr. Victor on the history of the
cathedral and all of their beautiful

mosaic iconography. Presvytera
Eleftheria graciously hosted us for
lunch before we headed to the
National Zoo for some fun
fellowship time together.

In April we had over 30 kids
participate in our annual Holy
Friday Retreat. The kids learned
about Joseph of Arimathea and
Nicodemus, learned some of the
lamentation hymns, made their own
epitaphio craft and participated in
the Unnailing Vespers, helping to
receive Christ from the cross and
participating in the procession of

12

the epitaphio. It was such a
beautiful day together and a
wonderful way for the kids to
participate during Holy Week.

In June we look forwarded to
another week of Vacation
Church Camp. Our theme this
year is “Stewards of the Garden”.
We have lots of exciting lessons,
music, snacks, games and crafts
planned. Camp is open to all
kids ages 3-12, we hope they can
join us! This will be our last
youth activity before we break
for summer.

Wishing everyone a fun and
relaxing summer break!

With love in Christ,
Marina Zagaris




Men'’s Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood

St. Andrew’s Brotherhood meets monthly
and remains a steady source of fellowship,
spiritual encouragement, and support for
the men of the parish. The group has
continued  building consistency and
brotherhood through discussions centered
on faith, family life, prayer, and practical
spiritual growth. The monthly gatherings
have been a blessing and have helped
strengthen connections within the parish
community. <+

In Christ, Artem Koker
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Financial Summaries and Building Fund Report

Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: FY26 Budget - FY26 Profit & Loss
January - April 2026

ACTUAL  AMNUAL BUDGET % OF BUDGET
Income
41000 Church Donatiens 154,243 403,000 3B42%
42000 Fundraising Event Revenues 12,8322 106.000 12.19%
43000 Program Sarvice Revenues 1,10 8,500 11.58%
45200 Interest Checking 538 500
43000 Facility Rental Revenus 35,100 108.000
Total Income $2035.503 $627,000 32.78%
Expenzes
52000 Fundraising Event Expenses 15,1606 60,025 25.70%
G000 Payroll 63,300 182,750 34 B4%
G1000 Professional Services &3228 321,000 20487
G4000 Church/Office Operating Expenses 12,070 <4 00 25.88%
68000 Information Technology G904 5,650 18.00%
G000 Oocupancy Expenses 138,915 458,355 J0.31%
G700 Ministry Expenses -117 11.700 -1.00%
G8000 Conferences and Meetings 1,505 5.000 J0.11%
@000 Parish Obligations & Charitable Gving 5524 23.000 2B.80%
Total Expenses $2439,505 $821,380 30.38%
HET INCOME i544.001) (5194,380)
Building Fund Activity Jan - Apr 26
Income
41000 Church Donations 28,061
45100 Interest Building Fund 6823
Total Income $95.,884
RepairsMove Cosis 13,827
$13.627
NET INCOME $82,257
Cini
Bank Accounts 430026
Crprating Accounts 026,872
Escrow for Properiy BE, 340
Building Fund 731,902
TOTAL $1.356,914
MORTGAGE BALANCE $4,704.712
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JOIN GOYA AT THE

SATURDAY, JUNE 13 e
3:00 PM AR July 5-11, 2026

Camp Piankatank
AYOUR HDIE 1586 Stampers Bay Rd, Hartfield, VA 23071
22018 AUCTION BARN

ASHBURN, VA 20148

Ages: Entering 6™ grade - just graduated 12" grade
Registration: $600 Earlybird until May 31%
Regular price: $650

o RSVP TO KRISTINA :
e KAYOUB76@GMAIL.COM

3 N
s DINNER PROVIDED BY CHIPOTLE

LITURGY SCHEDULE

*The schedule is subject to change Please check our website for any updates.

JUNE
29'™ - Feast of Holy Apostles, Liturgy on
Holy Apostles Fast begins June 8th the 29th for the 30™ (Orthros 5:00pm,
Liturgy 6:00pm)
8™ - Vespers 6:00pm and anointing to
begin the fast JALHCAC
th _ 3 °
11" - St. Bartholomew (Orthros 8:30am, :;330 iqonfessmn SOPRM, VESPErS
Divine Liturgy 9:30am) P
19" - St. Jude (Orthros 5:00pm, Liturgy 20" - Prophet Elias (Orthros 5:00pm,
6:00pm) Divine Liturgy 6:00pm

24" - Nativity of St. John the Baptist
(Orthos 5:00pm, Liturgy 6:00pm)

28 - St. Irene Chrysolovantou (Orthros
8:30am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am)
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If you were walking down the street and saw 3 pennies on the ground,
would you stop to pick them up?

Probably Mot!...how much of a difference can 3 pennies make?

Take the 3 Pennies Challenge and find out!

We are asking our families to consider offering at least 3 Pennies out of every 1 dollar of their monthly income to
support our Church. You keep 97 cents!...and you give just 3 Pennies to support your Church!

Click on the videos and information provided below to learn more, and take the 3 Pennies Challenge.

How Do We Give?
Giving our First Fruits to God...not giving left-overs from our disposable income!
Trying to give God 10% back as it says in the Bible (see below)
Begin by trying to give at least 3%
That's just 3 Pennies out of every $1...and that’s the 3 Pennies Challenge!

Honor the Lord with your wealth,
with the firstfruits of all your crops.
Proverbs 3:9

TABLE OF MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD INCOME & PERCENTAGE OF STEWARDSHIP

| g | g | e | s | 4 [
$100 $%0 $80 $70 $60 $50 $40 $30 $20 $10
ETTTI 5200 $180 $160 $140 $120 $100 $20 $60 $40 $20
| 53000 EEEAN 4270 4240 3210 4180 4150 $120 $90 460 $30
| saoon T $360 4320 $280 $240 4200 $160 $120 $30 $40
| sso00 T $450 $400 $350 $300 $250 $200 $150 $100 $50
| sso00 [T $540 $430 $420 $360 $300 $240 $180 $120 $60
BT ssso $585 $520 $455 $390 4325 $260 $195 $130 $65
| s7000  JEEEYON $630 $560 $490 $420 $350 $280 $210 $140 $70
| s7so0 SR $675 $600 $525 $450 4375 $300 $225 $150 $75
T 5300 $720 $640 $560 8480 $400 $320 $240 $160 $80
BT ssso $765 $700 $595 $510 8425 $340 $255 $170 $85
T ssoo $310 $720 $630 $540 8450 $360 270 $180 $90
DT ssso 5855 $760 $665 $570 $475 $380 $285 $190 §35
T é1.000 4900 4800 $700 4500 4500 $400 ¢300 $200 $100
| smgoe ESEGY 5940 4233 770 3660 4550 $440 $330 $220 $110
T $1.200 41,080 4964 $240 4720 4600 $420 4360 4240 4120
T siz00 41,170 41,044 3910 4780 4650 4520 4300 $260 4130
Tl sa00 41,260 41,175 4980 4840 4700 3560 4820 $280 3140
T 15000 31350 81,205 41,050 4500 4750 $500 4450 4300 $150

How do | take the challenge?...

« Keep an open mind and think about your role as Christ's steward.

« Don't decide on a random dollar amount and pay a “membership fee” or make an annual “donation” to the Church.
+ Take the 3 Pennies Challenge and offer at least 3% of your household income to support your Church.

+ If you have already made your pledge...Thank You! But it's still not too late to take the 3 Pennies Challenge!

« Please make your 2021 Stewardship pledge TODAY!

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE & PAYMENT
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https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/stewardship

2026 Pledged Stewards

Marina and George Afentakis

Nicholas Alexander

Christos and Tracey Alexandrou
Gregory Allis

William and Nancy Aubin

Luke and Valerie Avramides

Tom and Patti Ayers

Jack and Sandy Ayoub

John and Kristina Ayoub

Vasilios Bakopanos

Ronald and Mina Baldinger

Daniel and Barbara Balkey

Kaio Rafael De Souza Barbosa
Ankhbayar Batkhurel

Carolyn and Eric Blaylock

Ray Bonaquist and Maria Koklanaris Bonaquist
John and Penelope Broening
Matthew and Noelle Bryce
Chad and Julie Burke

William and Smaro Caras

Ariane Casper and Matthew Cleveland
Edward and Alexis Cleveland
John Connolly

Dean and Maria Coulopoulos
Anton Dolgopolov and Irina Mikula
Ezra Dotson

John and Maria Drapas

Nick Ducich

Jackson lakovos Dulgarian

Dean and Lia Economou

Paris Economou

Alvaro Encinas

Liza Faour

Vasilios and Joan Fotopoulos
John and Caroline Gabriel
Angela Galanos

Matthew Geist

Joanna and Sharbel Gerdak
Juan and loanna Gisone

Jim and Cynthia Glakas

Michael and Constantina Glover
Cameron Gressly

Carson Gressly

William and Mary Louise Grias
Jeffrey Gruntz

Alexander and Christina Hajost
Meghann and Austin Hall

Nadim and Vera Hawa

Dan Hong

Matthew and Melissa Mimidis Horwatt
Alissa and Philip latridis

Neil and Alexandra Jesuele
Greg and Ashley Joiner

Ben and Rebecca Kampa

Alex and Trisha Kantsios

Jaime and Jill Karalis

Spiros Karousos

Artemy Koker

Clifford and Marina Koker
Eleftheria and George Koklanaris
loanna and Gerald Konieczki
Michael and Effie Koutsourais
Hal and Alexandra Lampros
Sam LaVey

Nikoleta Lelis

Nabil and Mary Louh

Nakhleh Jack & Eleni Louh

Nick and Nyla Louh

Patricia Lyristis

Pearl and Robert Maalouf

Eleni Malliaros

Fr. Thomas & Presv. Elizabeth Manuel
Maria Marshall

Gregory and Georgia McKinney
Andrei and Maria Mitran

George and Debra Mokhiber
Dane Musil

Elaine Nejadian

William Ogle

Jonathan Osborne

Panayiotis and Cynthia Panagopoulos
Bill and Beth Papanastasiou
Claudette and Dennis Papathanasopoulos
George and Coleen Pappas

Tara and Michael Pastis

THANK YOU
TO OUR 2026
STEWARDS!

Peter Pollatos

Fred and Jane Porter
Nicholas and Anastasia Ramfos
Joel and Ann Petriashvili Reye
Joshua Serian

Brieann Sobieski

Constantine Sofologis

William Springer

Nick and Elizabeth Spyros
David and Anna Strafford
Dwaine and Irene Thomas
Peter Thomas

Petriani and Basil Trikas
Austin and Samantha Trought

Vasileios and Jenny Vlachopoulos

Scott and Alexis Wenzel

Doug and Stefania Whittington
Andreas Xenos

Costas and Marina Zagaris
George and Timea Zangos
Maria Zangos

Nicholas and Carol Zangos
George and Lindsay Zenelis
John and Penny Zenelis
Zander Zwart

Ministries

Parish Council
Greg Joiner
gregjoiner@gmail.com

Stewardship
Ron & Mina Baldinger
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com

Sunday School
Dena Kozanas
denakozanas@gmail.com

Prosfora
Angela Galanos
angela.galanos@gmail.com

> Greek Dance Program
Maria Plevrakis
maroudi@hotmail.com

St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
and Young Adult Group
Artem Koker
artemskoker@gmail.com

Philoptochos
Alexis Wenzel & Cynthia Glakas
aawenzel22@gmail.com
glakas@cox.net

GOYA
Alexis Wenzel
goyahagoc@gmail.com

Hope & Joy
Marina Zagaris
mnchrist86@gmail.com

Greek School
Vasilia Ravaris
vasilia@live.com

Music Ministry
Penny Broening
pnbroening@verizon.net

AHEPA

Dean Economou
deaneconomou@ymail.com

-

“WHOEVER IS

GENEROUS TO
\ THE POOR

LENDS TO THE

LORD,

AND HE

WILL REPAY HIM
FOR HIS DEED.”

PROVERBS 19:17

The Light is published bi-monthly by

the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church,
in Chantilly, Virginia.
The next deadline for content is July 1, 2026.
Designer: Cynthia Panagopoulos (ysshy@yahoo.com)

Anatoli Peredera

Jonathan and Janet Perezous
Maria Plevrakis

Jerry and Helen Pollatos
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	Please print out this form and leave it by the church office, or email it to Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com.
	You can also pledge by emailing Ron directly, or go to our website at: www.holyapostlesgreek orthodox.org/stewardship
	https://tinyurl.com/ms3b8pdp
	SPRING PARISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY (GA) - June 7th We will conduct our usual Spring GA business: reports from the President, Stewardship Chair, and Treasurer, including a presentation / vote on proposed updates to the 2026 budget to reflect the operating expenses for our new church. We will also present a report on our first Greek Festival, and the Future Planning Committee (FPC) will update us on fundraising, including new information about how you can support the future growth of our church.


	PHILOPTOCHOS
	Graduation  Announcements
	Graduate: LEILA AYOUB Parents: Jack and Sandy Ayoub Graduating from: Langley High School  Post Graduate Plans: James Madison University
	Graduate: PETER POLLATOS Parents: Jerry and Helen Pollatos Graduating from: George Mason University Post Graduate Plans: Seminary at the Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology

	THE LIGHT |MAY - JUN
	OPA!
	Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)
	The Holy Apostles Young Adults League has continued establishing a strong foundation for young adults within the parish. Regular meetings, fellowship nights, and social gatherings have helped foster meaningful friendships and spiritual encouragement among participants. The group remains grateful to have St. Nectarios as its patron saint and looks forward to further growth, fellowship, and opportunities for young adults to become more connected within parish life.
	In Christ, Artem Koker


	Join Us!
	HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)

	St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
	!
	With love in Christ, Marina Zagaris
	On May 2nd at Holy Trinity in Wilmington, Delaware, the Metropolis level competition for the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival was held and the participants from our parish did exceptionally well!
	Senior Division (grades 10-12): Marianna Drapas, Honorable Mention
	Junior Division (grades 7-9): Ben Joiner, Honorable Mention
	HAGOC has in years' past excelled in this Metropolis competition, and 2026 was no exception! We are exceedingly proud of Marianna and Ben – congratulations to you both!

	Feeding the Hungry Ministry
	The Feeding the Hungry ministry maintains its regular outreach efforts serving those in need within the community. Volunteers faithfully prepare and serve meals on both the 2nd Tuesday and 4th Monday at Embry Rucker Shelter in Reston. Participation has remained strong, and the ministry remains a meaningful opportunity for parishioners to serve Christ through serving others.
	In Christ, Artem Koker
	HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)

	GOYA Highlights
	(ages 13-18)
	On March 21, GOYA members and parents gathered together for an evening of fellowship, camaraderie, and community at the home of Mark and Elena Wenzel. The GOYAns enjoyed playing games, taking walks through the neighborhood and just hanging out. The parents had lots of laughs and enjoyed a little friendly competitive trivia. Through conversation, laughter, and shared experiences, the evening reflected the spirit of unity and faith that continues to grow within our GOYA community.
	On April 26, GOYA members gathered for a Prosforo-making session led by Presvytera, who guided the group through the tradition and preparation of the liturgical bread. The breads lovingly made by the youth were offered and enjoyed during the following day’s Divine Liturgy.


	Hope and Joy
	Lent was a busy and fulfilling time for our Hope/Joy ministry. In March we had a beautiful visit to Saint Sophia Cathedral in Washington D.C. We received a wonderful tour by Mr. Victor on the history of the cathedral and all of their beautiful mosaic iconography. Presvytera Eleftheria graciously hosted us for lunch before we headed to the National Zoo for some fun fellowship time together.
	In April we had over 30 kids participate in our annual Holy Friday Retreat. The kids learned about Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, learned some of the lamentation hymns, made their own epitaphio craft and participated in the Unnailing Vespers, helping to receive Christ from the cross and participating in the procession of
	the epitaphio.  It was such a beautiful day together and a wonderful way for the kids to participate during Holy Week.
	In June we look forwarded to another week of Vacation Church Camp. Our theme this year is “Stewards of the Garden”. We have lots of exciting lessons, music, snacks, games and crafts planned. Camp is open to all kids ages 3-12, we hope they can join us! This will be our last youth activity before we break for summer.
	Wishing everyone a fun and relaxing summer break!
	With love in Christ, Marina Zagaris

	Men’s Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood
	St. Andrew’s Brotherhood meets monthly and remains a steady source of fellowship, spiritual encouragement, and support for the men of the parish. The group has continued building consistency and brotherhood through discussions centered on faith, family life, prayer, and practical spiritual growth. The monthly gatherings have been a blessing and have helped strengthen connections within the parish community.
	In Christ,  Artem Koker

	Financial Summaries and Building Fund Report
	LITURGY SCHEDULE
	*The schedule is subject to change Please check our website for any updates.
	JUNE
	29th - Feast of Holy Apostles, Liturgy on the 29th for the 30th (Orthros 5:00pm, Liturgy 6:00pm)
	18th - Confession 4:00pm, Vespers 5:30pm
	20th - Prophet Elias (Orthros  5:00pm, Divine Liturgy 6:00pm
	28th - St. Irene Chrysolovantou (Orthros 8:30am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am)

	JULY

	STEWARDSHIP
	STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE & PAYMENT
	2026 Pledged Stewards
	THANK YOU TO OUR 2026 STEWARDS!
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