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"Christ is in our midst! 
He is and always shall be!"

This summer, our youth had a wonderful
week at Camp Good Shepherd Virginia 2026,
where the theme was "Christ is in our midst!
He is and always shall be!" Inspired by this
beautiful Orthodox greeting, campers grew
in their faith through worship, fellowship,
learning, recreation, and lifelong friendships
centered on Christ.
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“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” – John 8

Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church
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The Light

Backpack Blessing
August 16th

Register for Sunday School!
Classes  start August 30th

The Dormition of the Virgin Mary
Fast begins August 1st

 The Dormition  is August 15th
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This year, Camp Good Shepherd welcomed 100 campers from more than a
dozen Orthodox parishes throughout Virginia, supported by 24 dedicated
staff members and 4 clergy. We are especially grateful that Holy Apostles
was so well represented, with 27 campers and 4 staff members participating
in this life-changing ministry.

We thank God for a blessed week of faith, fun, and fellowship, and we pray
that the seeds planted at camp will continue to grow in the hearts of our
youth throughout the coming year.

"Christ is in our midst! He is and always shall be!"

Fr. Thomas

Message from Fr. Thomas continued...
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Dear Holy Apostles Family,

I hope you are all having a wonderful, restful, and safe summer! As we navigate these warmer months and
approach the beautiful feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos in August, I am grateful for the continued
fellowship and dedication of our parish family here in Chantilly. Even with the typical summer travel and
vacations, our community remains vibrant and active.

Summertime is always a special season for our youth ministries, and this year has been no exception! I want
to highlight the tremendous success of our Vacation Church Camp (VCC), which took place the week of June
22nd. A massive thank you to our incredible VCC coordinator, Marina Zagaris, and all the dedicated volunteers
who spent their week sharing our Orthodox faith and creating a fun, engaging environment for our children.

Our youth have also been incredibly blessed by our wider Metropolis ministries. Earlier this month, Father
Thomas and a wonderful group of our church youth traveled to Camp Good Shepherd Virginia. We are so
incredibly proud that Father Thomas leads this vital camp, and it was a joy to see so many of our own youth
attend to grow in their faith alongside their peers.

I also want to recognize a major milestone for our parish family. In late June, surrounding the Feast of the
Holy Apostles, Father Thomas blessed four of our parishioners—Luke Kendrat, Angelo Dacey, Peter Pollatos,
and Chris Hall—as they prepare to head off to Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology this fall. Please
continue to keep these outstanding young men in your prayers and consider supporting their journey to the
seminary.

Throughout July and August, many of our regular classes are on a summer break, but our ministries are still
going strong. The St. Andrew’s Brotherhood Men's Group recently gathered for a social and discussion on
July 13th, and our Young Adult League (YAL) has a fantastic event coming up on July 23rd. Additionally, as we
look toward the fall, I want to deeply thank Dena Kozanas, who retired as our Sunday School Director in June,
for her incredible three years of service, during which she oversaw rapidly growing enrollment, put vital
processes in place, and successfully established our program in our new church location. We are thrilled to
introduce Natalia Stepanov as our new Sunday School Director! Natalia is actively looking for volunteers to
join our teaching team this fall, so please reach out to her if you can help nurture the faith of our wonderful
students.

Finally, a quick reminder regarding our Sunday fellowship: we are currently holding our "coffee only" summer
Coffee Hour. As part of our upcoming relaunch of the full Coffee Hour this fall, we are actively looking for new
volunteers to help organize our weekly fellowship. Please let us know if you are interested in stepping into
this wonderful ministry!

May the rest of your summer be blessed, safe, and rejuvenating. I look forward to seeing you all at Liturgy!

In Christ,

Greg Joiner 
Parish Council President 
Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church

Message from the Parish Council President



We hope you are all enjoying a fun and active summer, surviving the heat and spending time with the people you love. We
have seen so many exciting developments at Holy Apostles with over a year now in our beautiful new church and, of
course, the many new families we have welcomed this year. 

We currently have 124 pledged stewards, a huge accomplishment for our parish. A strong, enduring stewardship program
is critical to our success. 

If you haven’t yet, please fill out a pledge card and you can even set up recurring payments online at using the support
link on the Holy Apostles website or just just send me an email at Ron.baldinger@gmail.com telling me your 2026 pledge
and I will take care of the rest!

Finally, as always, we thank you for your incredible generosity. Your pledge is as important as ever with a full slate of
ministries this Fall with Bible Studies, GOYA, Sunday School, and many more! We look forward to a wonderful Fall season!

Stay tuned… we will be announcing our Annual Stewardship Picnic date soon!

In your service,
Ron and Mina Baldinger
HAGOC Stewardship Chairs

Stewardship
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Please print out this form
and leave it by the church

office, or email it to
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com. 

You can also pledge by
emailing Ron directly, or go

to our website at:
www.holyapostlesgreek

orthodox.org/stewardship
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HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)

GOYA had their annual pool party on
June 13th. Thank you to the Ayoubs for
hosting such a wonderful event. It was a
great opportunity for fellowship and to
wish our two graduating seniors, John
and Marianna, all the best as they begin
their next chapter. We gave a heartfelt
thank you to Lia Economou for her
dedication and hard work. Her impact
on GOYA has been tremendous and we
are so grateful for all she has done.
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GOYA Highlights
(ages 13-18)

AHEPA Chapter 542 gave scholarship
awards to graduating seniors in the
AHEPA family: John Economou,
Marianna Drapas, and Theodore Darras.
AHEPA also extended the awards this
year to support our four young men
going to Holy Cross School of Theology
this Fall: Chris Hall, Peter Pollatos,
Angelo Dacey and Luke Kendrat .Rami
Elsarraf accepted the awards on behalf
of Angelo and Luke who were not
present.

AHEPA

Philoptochos wrapped up its final meeting on June 14th before the summer
break with a wonderful time of fellowship. The group finished its discussion of
Seven Holy Women, sharing reflections and conversation inspired by the book.
After the meeting, everyone enjoyed a delicious potluck lunch and the chance to
spend time together. We look forward to seeing everyone again in the fall!

In Christ,   
Alexis Wenzel 

PHILOPTOCHOS



2026 Vacation Church Camp (VCC)
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This past June, 30 of our parish youth
participated in our annual week long Vacation
Church Camp (VCC) and the first VCC at our
new church property. It was amazing to have
ample classroom space for lessons and crafts,
a decorated themed multipurpose room for
snack time and substantial outdoor space for
recess time.

Our theme this year was “Stewards of the
Garden”. Our children enjoyed daily lessons
throughout the week, learning about various
saints who show us how to be good stewards
through their care of God’s creation. They also
planted basil seeds which they were
encouraged to care for throughout the summer
and bring back for the feast day of the Holy
Cross in September. Hopefully everyone’s
seeds have started to sprout by now!

Camp also included music lessons, learning
various hymns of the church, daily crafts,
snack time, recess and even a special treat on
our final day which was a visiting petting zoo!
We got to practice being good stewards to
God’s creation as we learned about and pet
some furry friends such as rabbits, ducks,
guinea pigs, a tortoise named speedy and an
adorable pot belly pig.

I want to extend a sincere thank you to all of
the volunteers that gave of their time and
energy to be with our youth all week at camp.
Camp is not possible without all of your hard
work and dedication. Thank you so much for all
that you do!

I wish everyone a wonderful rest of your
summer and look forward to the youth
ministries resuming again in the fall.

With love in Christ,
Marina Zagaris



Financial Summaries and Building Fund Report
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HOPE AND JOY (up to age 12)

St. Andrew’s Brotherhood has enjoyed another
season of fellowship and spiritual growth as the men
of the parish gather each month for discussion,
prayer, and encouragement. A recent highlight was a
successful outdoor barbecue using the parish grill
from the Greek Festival, providing a wonderful
opportunity for fellowship and strengthening the
bonds of brotherhood.

In Christ,  Artem Koker
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The Feeding the Hungry ministry remains active in serving members of the community through its monthly
outreach. Volunteers prepare and serve meals on 4th Monday at the shelter, offering not only food but also
compassion and fellowship to those in need. The dedication of our volunteers continues to make a
meaningful impact on the lives of those we serve.

In Christ,  Artem Koker

Men’s Group: St. Andrew’s Brotherhood

The Holy Apostles Young Adults League has reached several exciting milestones
in recent months. The ministry has established its first leadership team, providing
a strong foundation as the group continues to grow and serve the young adults of
the parish. The group also remains grateful to have St. Nectarios as its patron
saint.
As we look ahead, we also extend our heartfelt gratitude to Luke Kendrat for his
faithful service and inspiring talks to our young adults. While he will be greatly
missed, we are excited for him as he begins the next chapter of his journey by
entering seminary this August. Please keep Luke in your prayers as he prepares
for this new calling.

In Christ,  Artem Koker

Feeding the Hungry Ministry

Holy Apostles YAL (Young Adults League)



Congratulations to our Holy Apostles high school
seniors, John Economou and Marianna Drapas, who
received the Washington Metropolitan Area AHEPA
- Daughters of Penelope Scholarship at the awards
banquet on May 17, 2026. 

John and Marianna were among 31 students
selected in the DC Metro area for their academic,
athletic, civic, and cultural activities and
accomplishments.

Dormition Fast begins August 1-15

1 , 3 , 4 , 7 , 10 , 11 , 12 , 13  -
Paraklesis (Supplication) to the Theotokos
Evenings at 6:00PM

st rd th th th th h th

 

5  -  Vespers for Transfiguration, 6:00PMth

6  - Transfiguration, 8:30AM Orthros,
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

th

 

14  - Vespers for the Dormition (at
Dormition of the Theotokos in
Winchester), 6:00PM

th

*The schedule is subject to change Please check our website for any updates.
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L I T U RGY S C H E DU L E

AUG U ST

15 - Dormition of the Virgin Maryth

8:30AM Orthros, 9:30AM Divine Liturgy

29  - Beheading of St. John the Baptistth

8:30AM Orthros, 9:30AM Divine Liturgy

We are seeking Sunday School teachers
for the upcoming year. If you or

someone you know is interested in
volunteering, please contact us at

sundayschool@hagoc.org.
Thank you for your continued support. 

mailto:sundayschool@hagoc.org
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STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE & PAYMENT

https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/stewardship
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“WHOEVER IS
GENEROUS TO

THE POOR
LENDS TO THE
LORD,  AND HE

WILL REPAY HIM
FOR HIS  DEED.”  

PROVERBS 19 : 17

2026 Pledged Stewards
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